WESTERN REGIONAL WATER COMMISSION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
AGENDA
Friday, October 9 @ 1:30 p.m.
Sparks Council Chambers, Legislative Building
745 Fourth Street, Sparks, Nevada 89431
NOTICE OF POSSIBLE QUORUM OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE TRUCKEE MEADOWS WATER
AUTHORITY (“TMWA”), BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WASHOE COUNTY (“BCC”), BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE SOUTH TRUCKEE MEADOWS GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (“STMGID”), AND
NORTHERN NEVADA WATER PLANNING COMMISSION (“NNWPC”)
(See ‘Notes’)

1.

Roll Call and Determination of presence of a Quorum*

2.

Pledge of Allegiance*

3.

Approval of Agenda (ACTION)

4.

Public Comment* (Three-minute time limit per person)

5.

Approval of the minutes of the August 14, 2009 meeting (ACTION)

6.

Discussion and possible appointment of a new Voting Public At Large
Member of the NNWPC, to replace Michael Cameron and represent
environmental, biological, conservation or public concerns — Jim
Smitherman, WRWC Water Resources Program Manager (ACTION)

7.

Presentation on the background, process, and status of the Truckee River
total maximum daily load for nutrients (“TMDL”), and possible direction to staff
— John Buzzone, Washoe County & Terri Svetich, City of Reno (ACTION)

8.

Discussion and possible renewal of an Agreement for Legal Services for the
Western Regional Water Commission (“WRWC”) and the NNWPC with
Rhodes Law Offices, Ltd., and, if approved, authorize the Chairman to
execute the Agreement — Jim Smitherman (ACTION)

9.

Status report on pending integration/consolidation of TMWA and the Washoe
County Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) — Mark Foree, TMWA and
Rosemary Menard, DWR*

10.

Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding future meeting dates and
agenda items (ACTION)

11.

Commission Comments*

12.

Staff Comments*
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13.

Public Comment* (Three minute time limit per person)

14.

Adjournment

*Indicates a non-action item
Notes: Because several of the WRWC Trustees are also members of the Board of Directors of TMWA, it is
possible that a quorum of the TMWA Board may be present. Such members will not take action at
this meeting as members of the TMWA Board, but may take action solely in their capacity as WRWC
Trustees. A quorum of the BCC, STMGID and the NNWPC may also be in attendance but will not be
taking action.
Public comment will be taken on agenda items upon the submittal of a request via submittal of a Speaker
Information Card. There is a three-minute time limit per person.
Items on the agenda without a time designation may not necessarily be considered in the order in which
they appear. The WRW C may take action on any of the action items listed.
Facilities in which this meeting is being held are accessible to the disabled. Persons with disabilities who
require special accommodations or assistance (e.g. sign language interpreters or assisted listening devices)
at the meeting should notify the Washoe County Department of Water Resources, at 954-4663, at least 24
hours prior to the meeting.
In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda has been posted at the following locations: Reno City Hall (1
East First Street), Sparks City Hall (431 Prater Way), Sparks Justice Court (630 Greenbrae Dr), Sun Valley
GID (5000 Sun Valley Blvd.), TMWA (1355 Capital Blvd.), Washoe County Administration Building (1001 E.
9th Street), Washoe County Clerk’s Office (Court and Virginia Streets), Washoe County Central Library (301
South Center St.), Washoe County Department of Water Resources (4930 Energy Way), Galena Market
(19990 Thomas Creek Rd.), Galena High School (3600 Butch Cassidy Way), South Valleys Library (15650A
Wedge Parkway) and the WRWC website: http://wrwc.us.

WESTERN REGIONAL WATER COMMISSION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
DRAFT MINUTES
Friday, August 14, 2009
The regular meeting of the Western Regional Water Commission (WRWC) Board of Trustees was held
on Friday, August 14, 2009, at Washoe County Department of Water Resources, Community Meeting
Room, 4930 Energy Way, Reno Nevada.
1. Roll Call and Determination of presence of a Quorum – In Chairman Carrigan’s absence, ViceChairman Aiazzi called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. There was a quorum present.
Commissioners Present:
Dave Aiazzi, Vice-Chair
John Breternitz
Steve Cohen
Patricia Lancaster
Bob Larkin
Geno Martini (left at 2:30 p.m.)
Ron Smith

Representing:
City of Reno
Washoe County
South Truckee Meadows General Improvement District (STMGID)
Sun Valley General Improvement District (SVGID)
Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA)
Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation Facility (TMWRF)
City of Sparks

Commissioners Absent:
Mike Carrigan, Chair
Bob Cashell

Representing:
Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA)
Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA)

2. Pledge of Allegiance
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi asked Greg Dennis to lead the Western Regional Water Commission in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
3. Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Martini made a motion to approve the August 14, 2009 WRWC agenda as posted.
Commissioner Lancaster seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
4. Public Comment
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi called for public comments and hearing none, closed the public comment period.
5. Approval of the Minutes of the July 10, 2009 meeting.
The minutes of the July 10, 2009 Western Regional Water Commission meeting were submitted for
approval. Commissioner Martini made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Commissioner
Larkin seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
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6. Presentation of a Certificate honoring Greg Dennis for his years of service on the Northern
Nevada and Regional Water Planning Commissions.
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi read a certificate of appreciation into the record in recognition of Greg Dennis and
his commitment to water issues in the area. He commended Mr. Dennis for his excellent suggestions to
the City Council over the years and his ability to explain the issues.
Mr. Dennis thanked everyone and stated that it was great working with the community. He stated that so
much has been accomplished in working on the Truckee River and emphasized how important it is that
the river remains whole into the future. He commended Rosemary Menard and the Northern Nevada
Water Planning Commission and WRWC for continuing efforts to improve the river. He commended the
community and encouraged further work on the total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) for the river.
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi again thanked Mr. Dennis for his service. Members applauded Mr. Dennis.
Workshop on possible integration/consolidation of Truckee Meadows Water Authority (“TMWA”)
and the Washoe County Department of Water Resources (“DWR”)
7. Presentation of summary of staff reports and WRWC Subcommittee on Integration activities
and recommendations regarding integration/consolidation of TMWA and DWR, including
discussion of conceptual outline of an interlocal agreement, Phase II financial analysis,
summary of implications of major bond covenants for the consolidation process, labor issues,
scope of services, and future service area; development of possible recommendation from
WRWC to TMWA and Washoe County regarding consolidation; possible direction to staff.
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi invited Mark Foree, TMWA General Manager, to speak on this item. Mr. Foree
referred to the staff report and stated that today the WRWC is being asked for a formal recommendation
to the Washoe Board of County Commissioners (BCC) and the TMWA Board to proceed with an
Interlocal Agreement to implement the integration of functions of TMWA and DWR leading to full
consolidation. Mr. Foree reported that staff and the WRWC are in agreement that significant benefits
could be achieved by such integration. He added that staff and the inter-agency teams developed
preliminary reports, which have verified that integration would be beneficial to both entities. He thanked
everyone who worked on the studies and reports and commended the teams for working so well together.
Mr. Foree reported that identified benefits include the ability to maximize current infrastructure, delay
new infrastructure and in some cases eliminate the need for new infrastructure. He stated that other
benefits include improved conjunctive use by optimizing the use of surface water when available, and
improved water resource management. He stated the integration would also provide better customer
service and less confusion for new customers, the ability to deploy regional conservation plans, and
improve system reliability.
Mr. Foree stated that staff believes the integration can be engineered to be protective of customer rates in
the short-term, retain highly skilled staff (which is very important in training younger employees), and
provide significant long-term benefits for the community.
Mr. Foree stated that the WRWC Act requires this Board to evaluate consolidation of water purveyors
within the Truckee Meadows by January 2011 as part of the Comprehensive Plan. He stated with the
work completed by staff and this recommendation, that requirement is substantially complete. He added
that the report will be forwarded to the Legislative Oversight Committee. He turned the discussion over
to Rosemary Menard, Director of DWR.
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Ms. Menard reviewed the staff report, which is the compilation of reports since December 2008 when the
Phase 1 Financial Analysis was presented to the WRWC, the preliminary assessment reports, and the
more recent reports that were presented at the July 23, 2009 and August 6, 2009 Integration
Subcommittee meetings. She agreed with Mr. Foree that staff of the two agencies developed a fine piece
of work. She added that she was asked by an employee how much money has been spent on the
evaluation and report. She stated that the cost was not tracked; however, by having staff do the work (as
opposed to a consultant) it probably saved half a million dollars. She added that staff also produced a
better product.
Ms. Menard reported that today a brief overview of the information would be provided for those who
were not involved in the subcommittee meetings. She stated that the draft outline of an Interlocal
Agreement (ILA) would also be presented for discussion as would an overview of services provided and
service areas that might be involved in a possible consolidation. She turned the presentation over to Jeff
Tissier, TMWA Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and Project Manager.
Mr. Tissier introduced John Bonow, Public Financial Management, who was in attendance to answer any
questions and to discuss issues for consideration with respect to the bond holders for each entity. Mr.
Tissier referred to the Phase 2 Analysis and Business Risk Assessment. He explained that the report
identified certain financial conditions that must be addressed during the integration process to achieve
legal and financial consolidation in the future.
Mr. Tissier stated that one of the components for TMWA is that its letter of credit has to be maintained.
He explained that the letter of credit was integral in obtaining water rights. He stated that the process will
begin in the December to January timeframe because the letter of credit commitment will expire in
August 2010. He stated that currently the weighted average interest rate on that debt is 0.4%.
Mr. Tissier reported that another condition identified in the assessment was that DWR pays
approximately $5.7 million annually for debt service relating to the Water Division, of which only about
20% is in customer rates. He added that the other 80% was anticipated to be funded by developer fees,
which is currently minimal at best. He explained that there are significant bond proceeds that have not
been spent in relation to the Series 2005 $65 million bond issue from DWR. He stated that those
proceeds are being identified as an option to be placed in escrow and to defease a large portion of the
debt.
Mr. Tissier stated that DWR borrowed over $5 million from other financial resources within the
department, primarily to fund water supply problems, one in the North Valleys and one in Lightning W.
He added that DWR staff is developing a plan on how to repay the monies in the future.
Mr. Tissier reported that another matter is General Fund support of water planning at DWR, which is
currently budgeted at approximately $1 million per year (previously $2 million per year in 2008). He
stated that during the integration process, identification is needed as to what type of water planning the
consolidated entity should provide as opposed to what should remain with the County.
Mr. Tissier stated that in addition to the financial challenges mentioned, staff is aware that with the
integration of the two agencies, $2 to $3 million (or approximately 4 to 6% of the combined operating
budget of the two entities) in operational savings will be needed to maintain TMWA’s senior lien debt
coverage ratio. He stated that staff believes Integration/Consolidation is possible because it is very likely
that the cost savings can be achieved. He explained that the next step will be moving through an
implementation plan, which will include identification of opportunities to reduce power costs,
conjunctively use water (and the net savings from those items), etc. He reported that also in looking
forward, some employees will be retiring so staffing levels in the future can be adjusted to take advantage
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of opportunities for salary savings. He welcomed questions or comments. Hearing none, he introduced
Mr. Bonow.
Mr. Bonow stated that as consolidation is being considered, there are two areas where the entities touch
the capital marketplace: 1) the public bond sale that DWR has outstanding, and 2) TMWA has a number
of bond issues (the original bond issue and refinancing of portions of the original bond issue) in addition
to the commercial paper program. He reported that if consolidation is implemented without particular
attention paid to how the marketplace will view the consolidated entity, there is a risk of lack of
availability of a letter of credit or higher costs for those facilities. He stated that there is also not much
flexibility to refinance or defease the debt of either entity at this time. He added that some of the bonds
lack a pre-payment feature.
Mr. Bonow stated that the ILA needs to address the fact that the capital marketplace will require (even on
a combined operating basis) the entities to make good on their obligation to maintain good debt service
coverage and adequacy of reserves in order to have good access to the capital marketplace. He stated that
issue is easier said than done and mentioned possibilities such as, “What if the cost savings do not
materialize?” He summarized that financial staff has been charged to examine the financial covenants
with a fine-tooth comb to ensure that nothing is overlooked. He welcomed questions or comments.
Commissioner Breternitz referred to the approximate $2 or $3 million in likely savings and asked when
that number would be verified in order for the WRWC to make an informed decision on moving forward.
Mr. Tissier stated from an integration process, the eventual defeasance point and timing of the bonds,
whereby the title of assets will transfer to a consolidated entity, will lead to the acceleration of legal and
financial consolidation. He added that during the integration process, staff would identify the cost
savings. He stated that from a market standpoint, they will want to see some certainty so a major task to
be undertaken is the complete hydraulic modeling of the two water systems to see how far surface water
can be stretched during the winter to rest the wells, thereby reducing power costs. He clarified that on the
surface water side, there will be an incremental increase in power costs that will require review of the net
differential. He reported that the TMWA Glendale Treatment Plant is idle during the winter. He added
that an option to be analyzed is the feasibility of idling the Longley Treatment Plant in the winter. He
added that the unit cost per million gallons needs to be analyzed. He added that the analysis could be
completed in a matter of months as the ILA is completed and the process is moving forward. He stated
that other cost savings will be quantified during the implementation phase of integration.
Mr. Tissier stated that a better understanding would also be developed of the personnel skills of both
agencies and how to best integrate them. He added that those who retire will have skills that may not
mesh well with those from the two entities so there may be new opportunities for employees to transfer to
different jobs, which may be fairly significant.
Mr. Tissier reiterated that the level of effort on regional water planning for the consolidated entity needs
to be determined, i.e. will it be all water planning functions currently supported by Washoe County
General Fund resources or will the County retain a portion and how it would whatever regional water
planning that is done in the future be funded. He summarized that those savings will be quantified
through the process, which will help with a credit rating agency, which might happen soon when the issue
hits the Press. He clarified that the public will want to know what is happening so communication will
have to be maintained.
Mr. Tissier summarized that opportunities on some of TMWA’s bond issues to be refinanced are good but
could be optimized by waiting.
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Vice-Chairman Aiazzi stated that as he understands the process, the ILA is necessary rather than full
consolidation until the bonds are defeased (which could take 10 or 15 years). He added that the ILA
could be amended at any time if there are any problems. Mr. Tissier agreed and added that he refers to
the ILA process as due diligence. He stated that the ILA would provide the governance bodies with good
information to make a sound decision.
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi asked if in the interim the BCC would still be required to oversee rate adjustments
or if the ILA could pass that task to another body. Mr. Tissier deferred the question to Sylvia Harrison,
TMWA Legal Counsel or Pete Simeoni, Washoe County Deputy District Attorney.
Mr. Simeoni stated that the BCC could contract those rate making authorities to another entity, which
could be TMWA. Ms. Menard stated that the goal is to integrate the agencies with the strong
commitment by both to consolidate when the conditions outlined in the ILA are met and that the idea is to
use the interim time to align the issues to recognize the savings immediately upon consolidation. She
added that she believes there are a number of opportunities. Mr. Tissier reported that an implementation
plan is currently being outlined.
Ms. Menard stated that the next update is in regard to the ILA conceptual framework that was provided to
the WRWC. Ms. Harrison reported that she and Mr. Simeoni have been working on the conceptual
framework, which she noted has not yet gone to the BCC or TMWA Board. She clarified that both
boards would need to review the framework and decide whether they wish to go forward. She stated that
there are certain financial aspects that require getting from “point a to point z” relatively soon. She
reported that the proposal is that the BCC and TMWA Board would enter into a binding ILA that would
propose the merger of DWR into TMWA. She clarified that it would be the only economically feasible
structure for the merger because TMWA would have to be the surviving entity because it is not possible
to defease the TMWA bonds.
Ms. Harrison stated that the reason for the urgency in entering into the ILA is that there are a lot of time
critical tasks required, including the defeasement of DWR’s bonds. She added that there needs to be a
sense in the community of a clear path moving forward, one reason for which is to preserve and protect
employee morale.
Ms. Harrison reported that TMWA also anticipates expanding its facilities to accommodate additional
DWR staff. She reiterated Mr. Foree and Ms. Menard’s comment that the concept will be to achieve as
much functional consolidation as possible, while working on the opportunity to complete the legal
consolidation. She clarified that the actual legal consolidation can not occur until defeasance of the DWR
bonds and that the consolidated entity would be fully protective of the bond covenants of both the entities,
which could occur as early as a couple of years.
Ms. Harrison stated that the ILA would contain the requirement that an implementation plan be developed
to set forth some of the conditions. She reported that the ILA could be developed and executed as early
as this fall depending on the appetite of the TWMA Board and BCC to move forward. She reiterated that
full legal consolidation would take more time; however, during the implementation period the agencies
could begin achieving some of the financial and other benefits of consolidation.
Ms. Harrison reported that on a parallel track with the implementation plan, it would be necessary to
amend the Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) for TMWA, with some adjustment of the governance structure
being appropriate. She stated that advice from the TMWA Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) would
be sought to review the process with respect to revisions to the JPA. She added that Reno, Sparks and
Washoe County would also be part of the decision-making process.
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Mr. Tissier stated that John Sherman was not present today but a key element to the success of the entire
undertaking is the establishment of a Washoe County bond bank, whereby the consolidated entity can
actually access the general obligation (GO)-backed bonds. He reported that he and Mr. Sherman have
spoken with Mr. Foree and Ms. Menard about the issue, which they agree would be helpful in the
defeasance process. He added that the combined utility must reduce costs by $2 to $3 million to avoid
negatively affecting utility rates.
Commissioner Breternitz asked if Mr. Tissier envisions milestones on the road to consolidation that
would serve as points of re-confirmation where the community would have an opportunity to evaluate the
proposed savings or if there is a general “out-clause”. Ms. Harrison stated that ultimately that decision
will be up to the TMWA Board and BCC; however, her personal preference it to make the process as
irrevocable as possible because of the commitment of time and resources for such an endeavor. She
reiterated that the community needs to have a clear sense of the plan. She added that obviously any
contract can be terminated. She clarified that rather than milestones there will be “conditions” along the
way that have to be met.
Ms. Menard added that a target in cost reductions in the accumulated amount of $2 to $3 million has been
identified; however, the real savings will be long-term savings, such as avoided or delayed capital
expenditures, as well as operation and maintenance savings that will accrue over time. She reiterated that
based on the decision made by the BCC and TMWA Board, staff will be provided with a clear path to
follow. She added that joint capital improvement planning could begin for the next fiscal year, which
could be adopted in the spring if desired. She reiterated Mr. Tissier’s comments regarding items such as
seasonal operation of the Longley facility. She summarized that she agrees with Ms. Harrison’s comment
that the more irrevocable it can be made, the more likely it can be implemented.
Commissioner Breternitz agreed with Ms. Menard and stated that he agrees once the process is initiated, it
should continue; however, there is a reality that nobody wants to get into a situation where there is no
option to “stop the train once it’s started” if there is a dramatic detriment to the process. He clarified that
he supports this effort but stated there is a fiduciary responsibility standpoint. Mr. Foree stated that staff
does believe the required savings are achievable based on much work and discussion.
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi stated that the subcommittee discussed the make up of the TMWA Board, which
must change. He stated that the change might alleviate some of Commissioner Breternitz’ concerns in
moving forward.
Commissioner Larkin stated that also discussed in the subcommittee meetings was the legislature’s
concerns over any impact to the Truckee River Operating Agreement (TROA) and asked Ms. Harrison if
any cursory thought has been given to the issue. Ms. Harrison stated that the issue has been discussed and
is one reason that essentially TMWA is the surviving entity. She stated that she does not think the
integration would be detrimental to TMWA but conversely, it would allow the County customers to have
the benefit of TROA related to river operations and storage. Mr. Simeoni added that staff is acutely
aware of the magnitude of this endeavor, the details of which are not completely clear. He added that
parties can agree, amend an agreement, terminate an agreement; however, consensus from the governing
boards is needed to move forward.
Commissioner Aiazzi asked for verification that sewer is not being considered for
integration/consolidation at this time but would instead continue under DWR. He added that perhaps at a
future time, Reno or Sparks might be contacted regarding sewer service.
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Ms. Menard stated that members might wish to hear information on governance or hear from the labor
representatives who are present. She reported that information on the work forces of both entities (that
was provided to the subcommittee previously) was included in today’s staff report.
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi reported that Chairman Carrigan suggested at a subcommittee meeting that the
rotating (at-large) position on the TMWA Board should be changed to a permanent County
representative, rather than to add other members to the Board.
Commissioner Larkin asked for clarification that Chairman Carrigan’s recommendation was that the
TMWA Board membership remains at seven members and that the rotating TMWA position be a
permanent County representative. Vice-Chairman Aiazzi stated that is correct. Vice-Chairman Aiazzi
stated that it might or might not be the time to change the membership; however, if he remembers
correctly the TMWA Board is supposed to be compiled of 6 at-large members, who may be either elected
officials or non-elected appointees, and one 1 elected official. Ms. Harrison stated it is not specified in
the by-laws. She confirmed that the seventh at-large position is required to be an elected official. Ms.
Menard stated that with respect to the WRWC, the definition of the membership is defined as elected
representatives of Reno, Sparks and Washoe County from the TMWA Board, as well as elected
representatives of Reno, Sparks, and Washoe County who are not from the TMWA Board. ViceChairman Aiazzi stated it is good to have this discussion.
Commissioner Cohen stated that the issue of service areas outside the Truckee Meadows Services Area
(TMSA) being included in the integration/consolidation was discussed at the subcommittee meeting. He
asked if the issue was still being explored. Ms. Menard referred to an attachment included in the staff
report that was a report provided to the subcommittee. She stated it was an informational document about
the full scope of services provided by the DWR currently. She reported that DWR is a water, wastewater
and reclaimed water utility providing services in areas shown on an included map. She stated that
additionally long-range planning services are provided for areas outside the central Truckee Meadows and
some within the central area.
Ms. Menard reported that DWR is the staff services provider, through a contract, for the NNWPC and
WRWC. She added that DWR is also the “home” of the Central Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation
District (CTMRD) staff. She clarified that CTMRD is a stand-alone separate statutorily-authorized entity
for which DWR provides staffing.
Ms. Menard referred to a list of all staff positions (including those that are frozen) for DWR. The list also
includes longevity and years of service of staff in his or her current position. She stated that also included
is a chart that shows the full-time equivalents (FTEs) broken down by utility, i.e. water, wastewater, and
main cost centers along with a list of skill-sets required by each operation of the water utility.
Ms. Menard reported that a question had been asked previously at a subcommittee meeting about what
service areas would be included for integration/consolidation, i.e. all the current retail service areas of the
County or if those in the Wadsworth/Stampmill and Washoe Valley areas would be excluded. She stated
that no decision has been made to date; however, it is assumed that the BCC and TMWA Board would
explore the issue in further detail. She added that as far as she is aware, there is no limitation in the JPA
as to what TMWA service area can be as it relates to the Truckee Meadows Service Area, which is a
boundary establishes by the Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency. Commissioner Cohen stated
he does not think that integration would be beneficial if it exclude areas where operational staffing would
still be required by DWR.
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi thanked Nanette Quitt, TMWA Human Resources, and the labor representatives
for being present and welcomed questions or comments. Carla Fells, Executive Director of the Washoe
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County Employees Association (WCEA) stated that she did not have questions now and added that the
County’s Labor Relations Manager has been out of town. She added that she is waiting for the ILA to
move forward. She stated that the WCEA has met and discussed the integration/consolidation proposal
and expressed concerns. She added that the major concern is the possible loss of jobs. She added that the
$2 to $3 million in savings being referenced would obviously relate to the labor force. She stated that in
speaking with Ms. Menard, there is some concern because DWR is not only responsible for water but also
for remediation, sewer and some jobs cross over into other areas. She reiterated that there is concern
among employees and summarized that meetings would continue. She commended Ms. Menard and Mr.
Foree for their open communication with employees. She stated that although there are concerns, she
does not think they are insurmountable.
Pat Waite, representative of TMWA’s International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) 1245
reported that he met with employees a couple of weeks ago, at which time he was uncertain which would
be the surviving entity. He stated that employees at TMWA are concerned over the merging of
employees without knowing what staffing levels would be or the number of employees required in certain
job classifications. He added that he does not see a problem bringing DWR employees into TMWA. He
discussed training and skill levels in relation to TMWA’s job classifications and stated that a concern
among employees is how seniority and bidding will be addressed. He concluded that he and Ms. Fells
need to meet to discuss the issues.
Ms. Quitt reported that based on the perspective and recommendation from the subcommittee, the WCEA
and IBEW representatives need to work with the ILA and request from the BCC and TMWA Board that
they authorize a labor management committee to be formed to work out the details and issues. She stated
that such a committee would perform a cursory review of job classifications, title requirements and years
of service. She added that staff has not yet performed a review of occupational seniority, apprenticeship,
and the issue of maintaining a very skilled workforce.
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi again thanked the labor representatives for being at the table and asked that they
relay to their respective memberships the importance of their involvement every step of the way, as well
as their input.
Commissioner Cohen reported that the subcommittee briefly discussed the governance based on the joint
consolidation of TMWA and DWR and how it would decrease the duplication of service. He stated that
the joint board is getting very close to the WRWC and duplicating services. Commissioner Larkin stated
they are two separate deals. Commissioner Cohen stated he knows there is a separation; however, there
are also redundancies. Commissioner Larkin stated that there may be recommendations that come from
the WRWC to the legislature to change the make up of the Boards. Vice-Chairman Aiazzi stated he
understands where the smaller entities, such as Sun Valley or South Truckee Meadows General
Improvement Districts (GIDs), might exhibit some resistance due to standing alone. He stated at some
time the WRWC might reach out to Storey County or areas of Northern California to make the program
more regional.
Commissioner Larkin made a motion that the WRWC make a recommendation to advise the TMWA
Board and the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) to proceed with an integration/merger and that the
existing TMWA Board be modified to include a permanent Board of County Commissioner, not a
rotating position. Ms. Menard asked for clarification that it would be a second BCC member because
there is one currently. Commissioner Larkin stated yes, his intention is to convert the current “at-large”
member to a BCC member. He added that his motion would include that all service areas of DWR be
included in the analysis by the BCC and TMWA Board and that they make that decision. He added that
sewer would not be included in the analysis at this time, nor would the Central Truckee Meadows
Remediation District or reclaimed water.
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Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
Ms. Menard stated she invited Assemblyman Bernie Anderson, who was present and asked if he had any
comments he would like to share. Assemblyman Anderson reported that the legislative members who
would be appointed in two weeks would be very different from the current membership. He explained
that current membership, which includes Bernice Anderson, Maurice Washington and Mark Amodei, are
all connected with the District of Washoe County. He added that he too would be term-limited out. He
reported that the new membership might include Heidi Gansert, David Bobzien and possibly himself. He
added that staff would be new as well. He introduced Patrick Guinan, Senior Research Analyst for the
Legislative Counsel Bureau.
Assemblyman Anderson stated he performed a cursory review of the fiscal portion of the integration
analysis and expressed his concern. He stated that it appears that the fiscal portion is partly predicated on
the importance of sewer fees to pay off some of the bonds. He added that he is also concerned with the
employee questions, which were previously raised two years ago. He stated he echoes Commissioner
Larkin’s concerns over the Truckee River Operating Agreement (TROA) in terms of the legal parameters
of the water rights.
Assemblyman Anderson referred to Mr. Dennis’ earlier comment that the Truckee Meadows and the river
are one in the same thing and expressed his agreement that they are tied to one another. He stated that the
Legislative Chair of Government Affairs is very concerned over the river and water issues and added that
he would not be surprised if she came from Las Vegas to Reno to serve.
Assemblyman Anderson reiterated that the new legislative membership would be different. He stated that
he is fearful of an increase in customer rates to the constituency, with such a large step. He summarized
that he looks forward to seeing how the process plays out. He thanked the WRWC for their time and the
opportunity to provide his input.
Commissioner Larkin asked Ms. Menard to respond to Assemblyman Anderson’s concerns over the
sewer issue. Ms. Menard stated that DWR has pledged revenues for water and sewer bonds from both
water and sewer funds in combination. She stated that staff has discussed the issue with financial
advisors and Bond Counsel. She stated it is complicated to separate the issues (although not impossible).
She stated that they do recognize that the sewer fund is in much more robust shape financially than the
water fund has been. She added that she believes there is a better way to integrate without putting the
water fund or the consolidation at risk. She stated that it will take time, which is why a phased strategy
has been implemented in order to wait for market conditions to improve.
8. Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding future meeting dates and agenda items for
the WRWC.
Ms. Menard referred to a hand-out distributed by Mr. Foree. She reported that a joint meeting of the
TWMA Board and Board of County Commissioners is tentatively being planned for September 8, 2009
from 8 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. to review the ILA framework and provide additional direction to staff on the
scope and some of the issues discussed today.
Ms. Menard reported that a meeting of the TMWA Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), which is
composed of staff such as herself, Dave Childs, Assistant County Manager, and Mary Hill, Wayne Seidel,
Neil Mann and other senior level staff from the entities, to review the proposed changes to the JPA and
make recommendations is tentatively scheduled for October 6, 2009.
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Ms. Menard stated that a possible joint meeting of Reno and Sparks City Councils, BCC and the TMWA
Board to further review the JPA amendments, TMWA governance and other potential refinements to the
ILA could be scheduled is scheduled for October 21, 2009, which is currently the date identified for
TMWA’s annual strategic planning meeting.
Ms. Menard reported that on November 9, 2009 a joint meeting to include Reno, Sparks, Washoe County
and the School District is scheduled. She stated that staff has been discussing the possibility of presenting
the final ILA to the BCC and TMWA Board for approval at that meeting. The hope is to provide the final
proposed modification to the JPA for approval. Commissioner Larkin stated he did not think it would be
a good idea to combine these tasks with this meeting. Ms. Menard stated that staff would find a better
time within the proposed timeframe.

Vice-Chairman Aiazzi asked about the next meeting of the WRWC. Ms. Menard stated that upcoming
agenda items include:
• Presentation on the background of the TMDL work as requested by the WRWC
• Need to fill Michael Cameron’s Nature Conservancy seat on the NNWPC
• Review and possible approval of a contract with MBK for work on the TMDL project
Ms. Menard clarified that the meeting is scheduled for September 11, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.
Commissioner Larkin again asked when an update on the sustainability issue could be expected. Ms.
Menard stated that as previously discussed staff has been working on the first draft of chapter one of the
updated Water Plan, which must be completed by the end of December 2010. She stated that by
December of this year or early in the new year, the draft, which includes language addressing the
sustainability issue, should be ready for presentation to the WRWC. She stated that in relation to the
Washoe County (WC)-3 Ballot Question, an informational item could be presented to the WRWC on the
proposed amendment from the BCC although she was unsure of the timing.
9. Commission Comments
Commissioner Larkin thanked staff for all their hard work.
10. Staff Comments
None
11. Public Comment
Vice-Chairman Aiazzi called for public comments and hearing none, closed the public comment period.
12. Adjournment
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by,
Niki Linn, Recording Secretary
Approved by Commission in session on________________ 2009.
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Mike Carrigan, Chairman
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Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

October 2, 2009

TO:

Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission

FROM:

Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager

SUBJECT:

Discussion and possible appointment of a new Voting Public At Large
Member of the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission, to replace
Michael Cameron and represent environmental, biological, conservation
or public concerns

SUMMARY
Michael Cameron has given notice of his intent to step down from the position of Voting
Public At Large Member of the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission (NNWPC)
and asked that the process for selecting a replacement be initiated. Mr. Cameron has offered
to serve until a replacement can be appointed.
Staff has initiated a recruitment to fill the remaining seven months of the existing two-year
term and received letters of interest and resumes from seven candidates (attached). A review
of the each candidate’s letter and resume shows that they have varying educational,
employment and volunteer backgrounds, and that they all meet the statutory qualifications to
serve on the Commission.
NNWPC interviews are underway and will be completed on October 7, 2009, at which time
the NNWPC will make a recommendation to the Western Regional Water Commission
(WRWC) from among the candidates. Staff will communicate the NNWPC’s
recommendation to the WRWC on October 9, 2009. The candidates, in alphabetical order,
are:
David Bruketta
Lori Carpenter

Ray Davis
Mickey Hazelwood
James Litchfield
Trina Magoon
Hugh Ricci
BACKGROUND:
The recruitment for this position was done by advertising for applications in the Reno
Gazette-Journal and the Sparks Tribune, and making notification to the TMWA Standing
Advisory Committee, Sparks Citizens Advisory Committee, Reno Neighborhood Advisory
Boards, Reno Citizens Institute, Washoe County Citizen Advisory Boards and the Washoe
County Leadership Academy.
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The Western Regional Water Commission Act (the “Act”), Chapter 531 Statutes of Nevada
2007, Section 36, provides for the WRWC to appoint to the NNWPC, a member of the public
at large to represent environmental, biological, conservation or public concerns. Section 36
also requires that any vacancy on the NNWPC must be filled for the unexpired term by the
appointing entity.
Section 38 of the Act provides that members of the NNWPC may not hold any elective
governmental office, but may be engaged or employed in private enterprise or be employees
of state or local government, and each member must be qualified pursuant to at least one of
the following subsections:
1. A professional engineer licensed pursuant to the provisions of chapter 625 of
NRS;
2. Experienced in comprehensive planning, natural resources or environmental
protection;
3. A specialist in hydrologic science;
4. Experienced in law, management or planning related to water;
5. Experienced in municipal finance or resource economics;
6. Experienced in construction, planning or operation of facilities or systems for
supplying or treating water, for collecting or treating sewage, for drainage of storm
water or for control of floods; or
7. Knowledgeable in the areas of water conservation, biology, natural systems, water
quality and water management.
PREVIOUS ACTION
On April 11, 2008, the WRWC appointed Michael Cameron to serve a two-year term as the
NNWPC public-at-large voting member.
FISCAL IMPACT
No fiscal impact.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff will communicate the NNWPC’s recommendation to the WRWC on October 9, 2009.
POSSIBLE MOTION
Move to approve the NNWPC’s recommendation.
JS:jd
Attachment:
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David Bruketta
1101 Sharrow Way
Carson City, NV 89703
(775) 720-1810
dbruketta@cityofsparks.us
August 13, 2009
Western Regional Water Commission
4930 Energy Way
Reno, NV 89502
Dear Commissioners,
I am interested in serving as the Public at Large Representative to the Northern Nevada
Water Planning Commission that was advertised in the Reno Journal Gazette.
For the past six years, I have been directly involved in the water industry serving as both
a chemist and laboratory supervisor at a wastewater reclamation facility. Prior to my
employment at the Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation Facility, I worked at the Spokane
Water Reclamation Facility. My current job experience extends beyond the outfall of the
treatment plant. My duties include monitoring the Truckee River and Sparks Marina Lake Park
in addition to overseeing discharge permits and other technical watershed issues. I am currently
a member of the Water Environment Federation and Nevada Water Environment Association,
where I serve as a committee chair, and I have served as a board member for a non-profit
organization. As a scientist, I will bring to the board 17 years of technical problem solving
experience in addition to over five years of management experience. As a resident of Northern
Nevada who has a strong interest in local water issues, I will be a valuable asset to your Board.
Attached is my resume for your review. Please feel free to contact my present employer
and do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to receive a list of references. I appreciate your
consideration for this position and I look forward to hearing from you soon.
Sincerely,
__________________________
DAVID M. BRUKETTA

David M. Bruketta
1101 Sharrow Way
Carson City, NV 89703
(775) 882-6863
Professional
Affiliations:

Professional
Certifications:
Experience:

Water Environment Association (WEF)
Nevada Water Environment Association
(NWEA), Committee Chair
NWEA Wastewater Quality Analyst, Grade 4
NWEA Wastewater Operator, Grade II
Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation
Facility
September 2007 – Present
Laboratory Supervisor

Duties: Plan, organize, supervise and review the work of staff engaged in
laboratory sampling, testing and analysis of industrial wastes, wastewater,
receiving waters and related materials. Evaluate and interpret test results on
industrial waste, in-plant processes and receiving waters to ensure
compliance with federal and state guidelines. Confer with city staff, public
agencies and private firms regarding industrial waste and other discharges.
Monitor and evaluate proposed and current state and federal regulations.
Prepare local code revisions to comply with state and federal requirements.
Prepare an annual budget and review expenditures to ensure they remain
within prescribed limits. Monitor final effluent discharge requirements,
facilitate compliance and complete appropriate discharge permits.
Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation
Facility
September 2003 – September 2007
Chemist
Duties: Perform and direct the performance of a variety of complex and
difficult laboratory analyses of wastewater, industrial wastes, receiving water
and other materials. Principal citywide specialist responsible for conducting
physical, chemical and biological functions at the wastewater treatment
plant.

Experience:

Bently Agrowdynamics
2003
Biofuels Manager

Duties: Develop the technology for biodiesel creation. Establish the
laboratory and secure the used cooking oil needed as a raw material.
Athena International
1999 - 2002
Product Manager
Duties: Product development and consultant to Aervoe Pacific to direct the
development of their quality management system.
Aervoe Pacific
1999
Chemist
Duties: Coatings product development.

Education:

Eastern Washington University
B.S. Chemistry

References:

Available upon request
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Davis, June L
From:

Lori Carpenter [lori@nvwetlands.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, September 09, 2009 11:35 AM

To:

Davis, June L

Subject:

FW: application to serve on the `northern nevada water planning commission

Attachments: CarpenterResume pl2008.pdf

Lori Carpenter, PWS, CPESC
Hydrologist/Hydrogeologist
Huffman & Carpenter, Inc.
500 Damonte Ranch Parkway, Suite 929
Reno, Nevada 89521
(775) 828-1991
(775) 828-2302 - Fax
><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*>~~~><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*>~~~><((((*> ~~~ ><
((((*> ~~~ ><((((*>~~~ ><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*>
Note: This email may contain privileged or confidential information. Inadvertent disclosure of such information does not
waive the privileges and/or property interests in it's contents. If you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender, delete this message and do not disclose it's contents to others.
From: Lori Carpenter
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2009 2:54 PM
To: 'vjldavis@washoecounty.us'
Cc: Susanne Heim; Cindy Ryan
Subject: application to serve on the `northern nevada water planning commission

Dear Ms. Davis,
Attached you will find a resume for Lori Anne Carpenter; I am applying for the NNWPC to serve as the
public at large representative. I am a national professional wetland scientist (1 of four statewide and one
of approximately 2,000 nationwide). I am experience in comprehensive planning, natural resources and
environmental protection. For example, I served on the Tahoe Resource Planning Agency (TRPA)
Stream Environment Technical Advisory Board to evaluate best management practices (BMPs) and the
efficacy of BMPs to achieve water quality objectives within the Lake Tahoe Basin.
I am a specialist in hydrologic sciences and hold an undergraduate degree in Hydrology, minor in
Chemistry (UNR) and a Master of Science degree from the University of Nevada - at Reno in
Hydrology and Hydrogeology and have practiced watershed science and watershed restoration in
Nevada since 1989.
I have experience in law and am considered a regulatory expert related to the federal
regulations/provisions pertaining to sections 401, 402, and 404 of the Clean Water Act and the Nevada
State provisions retaining to them. I am also proficient in Sections 7 and 10 of the Endangered Species
Act, and am knowledgeable in Section 106 of the National Historical Preservation Act that requires
special review of Federal and Federally-assisted activities that could affect historic areas in 36 CFR Part
800. Another example is that I have been deemed an expert witness in the fields of evapotranspiration,
hydrology and wetlands at the Nevada State Engineer’s Office for legal proceedings and hearings by the
state counsel.
I have management and planning experience related to water resources, watersheds and hydrologic
sciences and have created hundreds of acres of functioning wetlands and endangered species habitat in
Nevada and California. Our company has patented software that will be publically available in March
9/9/2009
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of 2010 that assist in the delineation of wetlands and evaluates wetland habitats as a dash-board
indicator to climate change. Through a web-based internet site the program will train citizens to become
scientists that will collect data necessary for climate change models. Data will be collected and
available nationwide to communities to better understand the effects of climate change on water supply
and other community resources.
I have long term experience in municipal finances and resource economics and have implemented in
each H&C restoration project value added components to achieve community resource needs and
regulatory compliance. Additionally, I am president and CEO of H&C, a wetland regulatory and
hydrologic consulting firm located in Reno, Nevada (we currently have 20 employees). H&C was the
only Nevada small business in Iraq conducting health economics projects for the USAID.
I have considerable experience in construction, planning and operation of facilities or systems for
supplying or treating water, collection of treating sewage and storm water drainage and flood control.
As an example, I have directed large construction projects (>300 million US dollars) with respect to
achieving strict environmental compliance related to water quality, wetlands, threatened and endangered
species, and storm water pollution and dust control. I have designed and constructed both natural
systems to treat storm water and sewage effluent and more conventional sewage treatment systems in
the United States, Haiti and Mexico. I am a certified professional in erosion and sediment control as
recognized by the International Erosion Control Association. I have designed, constructed and
monitored best management practices for storm water that meet strict environmental standards within
the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (LRWQCB) and the TRPA. I have designed and
implemented the water quality monitoring system within the Martis Valley, California which has over
ten near-continuous water quality in-situ stations and my staff is monitoring and collecting data that is
reported to the both court systems and the LRWQCB. LRWQCB members have publically expressed at
Board hearings that their approval of projects was directly related to the applicants decision to hire my
company and allow H&C to design and implement cost effective solutions to complex environmental
problems.
I am considered an expert within the areas of wetlands and water quality. I am proficient in the fields of
water conservation and natural systems including water management. For example, I have designed
wetlands for waste water treatment in Mexico and Haiti. I have designed water conservation systems for
third-world orphanages so that water is reused two and three times and have designed water collections
systems via rainfall. I am currently designing a drilling program for ground water wells in Haiti.
In summary, I believe that I have the experience required and can make the time commitment necessary;
I respectfully request that you consider my application for the NNWPC.
Best Regards,
Lori Carpenter, PWS, CPESC
Hydrologist/Hydrogeologist
Huffman & Carpenter, Inc.
500 Damonte Ranch Parkway, Suite 929
Reno, Nevada 89521
(775) 828-1991
(775) 828-2302 - Fax
><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*>~~~><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*>~~~><((((*> ~~~ ><
((((*> ~~~ ><((((*>~~~ ><((((*> ~~~ ><((((*>
Note: This email may contain privileged or confidential information. Inadvertent disclosure of such information does not
waive the privileges and/or property interests in it's contents. If you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender, delete this message and do not disclose it's contents to others.
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HUFFMAN & CARPENTER, INC.
Wetland Regulatory and Hydrologic Consultants
500 Damonte Ranch Parkway, Suite 929, Reno, Nevada 89521 * (775) 828-1991 * Fax (775) 828-2302
Additional offices located in Truckee, Ferndale California

Lori Anne Carpenter
Hydrologist/Hydrogeologist
Professional Wetland Scientist #0001147, CPESC #2562
lori@nvwetlands.com
SUMMARY
Ms. Carpenter is a regulatory scientist with expertise in hydrology and hydrogeology and is the President
of Huffman & Carpenter, Inc. She has extensive experience in high elevation alpine ecosystems, the Great
Basin and riverine and tidal wetland ecosystems. She is also a nationally Certified Professional in Erosion
and Sediment Control and a Professional Wetland Scientist with expertise in NPDES permits and water
quality analysis including the design of best management practices for metals, and nutrient removal. Her
responsibilities include all aspects of the design and implementation of wetland regulatory permitting, water
quality control plans, wetlands delineations, plant evapotranspiration, constructed wetlands for water quality
improvement and wildlife habitats, wetland mitigation and monitoring plans, best management plans and
erosion control, including Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans, river/stream restoration plans, watershed
water quality programs, and natural resource evaluations. She has worked extensively with ecosystem and
wetland mitigation banking, land trust agreements, including land exchanges with respect to ecosystem
protection. Ms. Carpenter is certified in the Center for Natural Lands Management, Property Analysis
Record (PAR) for planning sustainable conservation projects .
Ms. Carpenter has also worked in Haiti and Mexico conducting water resource projects. In Haiti, Ms.
Carpenter has utilized remote sensing and geophysical surveys to local groundwater well sites and worked
with local drillers to install drinking water wells. She also designed water and waste treatment systems for
orphanage facilities that captured rainfall to supplement drinking water supplies and recycled drinking water
for laundry and lavatories. In Mexico, Ms. Carpenter designed and oversaw the construction of a waste
water treatment wetland in the Tecate River channel to treat primary effluent waters and facilitate river
restoration.
Ms. Carpenter has worked extensively with the classification of fen ecosystems and the restoration of peat
soils within Colorado and has served as an expert witness related to fen ecosystems within Colorado. She
has particular expertise in modeling wetland and upland Phreatophyte hydrology, delineating wetland and
upland Phreatophyte boundaries, preparing evapotranspiration studies and water budget balances, and
designing wetland mitigation projects. Ms. Carpenter has worked extensively with the classification of
wetland ecosystems, vegetation and wildlife environmental studies and habitat plans including biological
assessments (BA), and plant evapotranspiration. Ms. Carpenter previously worked for the United States
Geological Service (USGS).
In addition to her technical skills, Ms. Carpenter has developed innovative permitting, water budget design,
and environmental strategies for clients with construction projects that involve wetlands and other vegetation
G:\Business Development\RESUMES\Carpenter\CarpenterResume pl2008.wpd
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classifications. For example, she originated a unique wetlands corridor plan and proposed mitigation bank
for the Truckee Meadows area near Reno, Nevada. This area is under considerable development pressure,
with piecemeal losses of wetlands and other plant systems attributable to private development and public
works projects (e.g., Nevada Department of Transportation construction of the US Highway 395 expansion).
In order to develop this plan, Ms. Carpenter researched the historic alignment of some of the critical surface
water bodies in the Truckee Meadows area and determined that restoration of some of these water bodies
to their historic alignment within a designated meander belt would serve several purposes including:
(1) provide mitigation for wetland impacts associated with one of the major proposed developments in the
area; (2) lay the foundation for an entrepreneurial mitigation bank; (3) provide valuable, biologically rich,
open space within what would otherwise be a fully developed urban environment; (4) improve water quality
in the Steamboat Creek sub-watershed of the Truckee River; and (5) allow some flood control capacity to
be developed in a more aesthetically pleasing manner than that normally provided by traditionally engineered
structures.
Ms. Carpenter has been involved with the design of golf courses and other projects to achieve stringent water
quality standards and wildlife habitat objectives. She focuses on sustainable agriculture approach. This
involves creating healthy soils by managing microbial populations in that soil. In place of “feeding” the
plant with fertilizers, amendments are added to the soil that balance the soils to encourage growth of a
healthy of playable turf grass. In essence, soils that are properly balanced (in terms of nutrients) will support
grass growth and deter growth of pest species. Her work has focused in high altitude areas with short
growing seasons.
Ms. Carpenter has worked with various Indian Tribes that wish to qualify as States for the water quality
standards program. Indian Tribes qualifying for treatment as States for the water quality standards program
and States must meet the same statutory and regulatory requirements. Ms. Carpenter has assisted and
conducted the design and regulatory permitting to establish water quality standards program, including
Tribal participation in the program, provided a baseline water quality program to establish standards, as well
as the development, adoption, and approval of water quality standards.
Ms. Carpenter has also been responsible for the design of various wetland mitigation projects, including both
seasonal and perennial wetland habitats that includes hydrologic design of both surface water- and
groundwater-driven wetland systems. For surface water-driven systems, she utilized various surface water
models and snow fences to capture snow fall that would have otherwise evaporated to sustain wetland
complexes. For groundwater driven systems, she has employed a series of groundwater flow models to
predict groundwater elevations and water balances to determine purchases of water rights due to losses from
evapotranspiration. Several of her design projects have met success criteria prior to the Corps five year
monitoring period.
Ms. Carpenter has developed a wetland delineation technique for problem areas that allows the Corps to
review project areas under past climate scenarios so that the Corps can evaluate the project site under
normal, below normal and above normal rainfall conditions. Additionally, she has conducted several stream
restoration projects and bank stabilization projects utilizing a combined Stumm, Rosgen, Hec2 approach
where she models the stream sections or reaches with HECRAS and measured Mannings “n” along with
other fluvial geomorphological restoration principles. Ms. Carpenter also has experience with many surface
water rainfall, water quality and stochastic models, such as Hydrus 2-D, SWMS-2D, HECRAS, and HEC-1.
Ms. Carpenter is also involved in clean water projects in Haiti and Vietnam to promote human health and
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children’s health. Ms. Carpenter provides on-sight construction management for erosion control and best
management practices, installation, monitoring, inspections, and permit compliance reporting.
Ms. Carpenter's experience prior to joining Huffman & Carpenter, Inc. includes design work on the
Reno/Sparks Wastewater Treatment Expansion Project (Constructed Wetland Treatment Option). In
addition, Ms. Carpenter conducted an algal growth potential study to assess effects of wastewater effluent
to augment water supplies for natural Nevada wetlands. She was responsible for work plans, field data
collection, data interpretation and statistical analysis, and the final study results technical memoranda.
Ms. Carpenter's duties with the USGS as a geochemist on the Nevada Carbonate Aquifers Program in
Carson City, Nevada included assisting in well-site selection, aquifer pump tests, and performing field
chemical analyses. She was responsible for planning field trips, site selection, sampling for specialized
geochemical analyses, maintaining all chemical supplies and lab equipment, and data manipulation and
statistical interpretation for water quality data collection programs.
Ms. Carpenter’s wetland, environmental, evapotranspiration, and regulatory work has been reviewed and
approved by numerous governmental and administrative authorities including the EPA, the Army Corps,
the States of Nevada and California, and numerous County, City, and local agencies.
Ms. Carpenter has also worked with a Nevada utility company in the Truckee and Carson River Systems
regarding water rights research for the acquisition and transfer of water rights, including preparation of
deeds, leases, and abstract documentation. Her background includes experience in Nevada state water law
and western water law in appropriation and riparian water rights for surface and groundwater, natural
resource evaluations and environmental impact statements.
Ms. Carpenter has prepared and advised clients with respect to federal land exchanges. Applicable statutes,
regulations, and guidelines, include: Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), Title 43, Chapter
35: Exchanges of lands of public interest within the National Forest System; General Exchange Act - 16
USC 485; Weeks Law - 16 USC 480 et seq.; USFS Land Exchange regulations - 36 CFR 254; and Forest
Service Handbook, land exchange guidelines - FSH 5409.13 Chapter 30 et seq.
CONTINUING EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL COURSES TAUGHT
University of California - Berkeley Extension
Assistant Instructor. Wetlands delineation techniques using the Corps 1987 Wetland Delineation Manual.
The 1987 Manual focus on wetland delineation utilizes the multiple parameter approach for technical
delineations of aquatic and wetland boundaries under Federal regulatory jurisdiction.
University of Nevada, Reno
Guest Instructor for the Hydrologic Science Graduate Program, Small Watershed Hydrology Class where
Ms. Carpenter teaches on Wetland Hydrology and wetlands delineation techniques using the Corps 1987
Wetland Delineation Manual.
Sierra Nevada College Truckee California
Instructor: Ms. Carpenter teaches a pro-bono one- to two-day wetland regulatory and delineation short
course for small California County professional Planning staff. This allows County Planning staff with
limited training budgets to understand the various California state (CEQA) and federal policies and programs
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(NEPA) governing waters of the United States/wetlands. County staff are often the first to see a proposed
planning project. Early sound planning efforts serve to protect wetlands and water quality.
EXPERIENCE
Huffman & Carpenter, Inc.
President, Professional Wetlands Scientist and Senior Wetlands Hydrologist

1991 - Present

CH2M HILL
Wetlands and Surface-Water Hydrologist

1989 - 1991

UNR-Reno, Nevada
Hydrologist/Statistician for Office of Business and Economic Development

1989 - 1989

U.S. Geological Survey
Hydrologic Technician/Geochemist

1987 - 1989

Nevada Consultants, Inc.
Water Rights Technician

1985 - 1987

Sierra Pacific Power Company
Land and Water-Rights Technician

1978 - 1983

EDUCATION
M.S., in Hydrology & Hydrogeology with specific emphasis in the modeling of hydrologic conditions,
University of Nevada, Reno.
B.S., Hydrology Major with Chemistry Minor, University of Nevada, Reno.
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
RESOLVING CONFLICT ACROSS CULTURES
This course explores the communication roots of intercultural conflict, in which parties come from
substantially different cultures. Focus is given to identify preferred conflict management styles, and
recognize, implement alternative ways to frame and resolve conflict in situations where cultural differences
are great enough to impede understanding.
PROPERTY ANALYSIS RECORD - PAR
The PAR training course is designed for planning sustainable conservation projects and was presented by
the Center for Natural Lands Management. PAR combines biological stewardship information with
financial analyses. PAR allows for the examination of management tasks and the allocation of funds
necessary to manage sensitive lands in perpetuity. PAR is the primary method accepted by the US Army
Corps of Engineers to justify long-term funding for wetlands and other areas that are to be avoided by
development.
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APPLIED FLUVIAL GEOMORPHOLOGY (ROSGEN STREAM CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM)
A five day intensive training course on the geomorphology and the role of the river within the watershed,
extrapolation and prediction of hydrologic characteristics, sedimentation, stream classification, stream
restoration, and watershed management implications.
INTRODUCTION TO FEDERAL PROJECTS AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION LAW
A three-day training course on the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) which protects historic
properties. Section 106 of the NHPA requires special review of Federal and Federally-assisted activities that
could affect historic areas, including Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, specifically 33 CFR 325,
Appendix C.
ADVANCED SEMINAR ON PREPARING AGREEMENT DOCUMENTS UNDER SECTION 106 OF
THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT
A three-day training course and advanced seminar for cultural resource/historic preservation that focuses
on how to draft and organize agreement documents used to conclude project review under Section 106 of
the NHPA and its implementing regulation, 36 CFR Part 800 (Memorandum of Agreements and
Programmatic Agreements, and agreement-based determinations of no adverse effect, and other related
authorities such as the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and the National
Environmental Policy Act.)
MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
American Society of Civil Engineers - Truckee Meadows Branch
American Water Resources Association & Nevada Water Resources Association
International Erosion Control Association #2562
Society of Wetland Scientists, Professional Wetland Scientist #0001147
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS - PUBLICATIONS
Carpenter, L.A., An Approach for Delineating Hydrologic Boundaries of Wetlands by Simulating Long-term
Climate Conditions, presented at the Society of Wetland Scientists Conference, June 2007.
Coston, L.C., Carpenter, L.A., Dodd, Ph.D., A.D., Lemke, D.L., Whitaker, P. Comparison of Avian
Monitoring Surveys at a Compensatory Wetland Mitigation Site Against Avian Monitoring Surveys in the
Great Basin, presented at the Society of Wetland Scientists Conference, June 2007.
Carpenter, L.A., Lemke, D.L., Coston, L.C., Dodd, A.D. A Case Study: Gauging Various Construction
Techniques and Methods Against Overall Success Criteria and Habitat Functions in Mitigation Wetlands,
presented at the Society of Wetland Scientists Conference, June 2007.
Whitaker, P., Carpenter, L.A., Coston, L.C., Dodd, Ph.D., A.D., Lemke, D.L. A Case Study: Evaluating
Results from Avian Monitoring as a Long-Term Measurement of Success Criteria in Mitigated Wetlands,
presented at the Society of Wetland Scientists Conference, June 2007.
Carpenter, L.A., Design of a Water Quality Treatment System and Meadow Restoration for a Redevelopment
Project at Stateline, Lake Tahoe, Nevada, presented at the Nevada Water Resources Association, 2nd
Biennial Conference on Tahoe Environmental Concerns, May, 2004.
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Carpenter, L.A., An Approach for Delineating Hydrologic Boundaries of Wetlands by Simulating Long-Term
Climate Conditions, August 2000, Master’s Thesis, University of Nevada, Reno, Master of Science
Hydrology/Hydrogeology.
Carpenter, L.A., Performance Standards/final Success Criteria - Wetland Mitigation Experiences from the
Great Basin and East Slope of the Sierra Nevada, presented at the Society of Wetland Scientist, Reno riparian
conference - October of 1998.
Carpenter, L.A., Erosion Control Techniques and Best Management Practices for Construction Activities
in Environmentally Sensitive Areas in the Lake Tahoe and Truckee River Watersheds, presented for the
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco District, at the Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan Training Workshop - August 1997.
Carpenter, L.A., McKay, Alan, Fordham, John W., Myers, Thomas, Non-profit Instream Flow Bank to help
achieve water quality criteria, Truckee River Watershed, Nevada., presented at the Nevada Water Resources
Association - Nevada Water Conference - February 15, 1996.
Carpenter, L.A., Rhea, R.A.,Huffman PhD., R.T., Use of the Disc Permeameter in Wetland Delineations,
presented at the Nevada Water Resources Association - Nevada Water Conference - March 14, 1995.
Carpenter, L.A., Rhea, R.A., Broadway, J.R., Huffman PhD., R.T., Comparison of the Wetland Delineation
Methodology and the Technical Criteria that Would Induce Wetland Conditions, presented at the Fall 1994
American Geophysical Union conference, December 1994 and the Nevada Water Conference - March 14,
1995.
Carpenter, L.A., Warwick PhD., John, Spinogatti, Daniel, Efficacy of Low Cost Wetland Treatment in
improving lower Truckee River Water Quality, presented at the Fall 1994 American Society of Civil
Engineers conference in Atlanta, Georgia.
Carpenter, L.A. a Case Study of Wetland Mitigation and Functional Assessment Methodology on Steamboat
Creek, Reno, Nevada, Truckee River Watershed, presented at the Nevada Water Conference in Las Vegas,
Nevada in March of 1994.
Carpenter, L.A., Dunaway, D., Development, Wetlands, and Watersheds: A case study to integrate multiple
objectives utilizing wetland and watershed analysis. Case Study presented at the Nevada Water Conference
February 1993.
Carpenter, L.A., Wetlands Regulated on Irrigated Agricultural Lands. Paper presented at the Nevada Water
Conference February 1993.
Carpenter, L.A., Preserving Nevada's Wetlands. A Poster Session. February 1991., Huffman and Associates,
Inc., Reno, Nevada.
Carpenter, L.A., Isotopic Composition of High Altitude Recharge Waters in Southern and Eastern Nevada,
August 1988. U.S. Geological Survey-WRI, Carson City, Nevada.
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Ms. Lori Carpenter, PWS, CPESC Resume (Continued)

Carpenter, L.A., Thomas, J.M., and Lyles, B.F., Chemical and Isotopic Data from Wells, Springs, and
Streams in Carbonate-Rock Terrane of Southern and Eastern Nevada and Southeastern California, 1985-88.
U.S. Geological Survey, Open-file Report 89-0422, Carson City, Nevada.
Carpenter, L.A., Briscoe, K., Abstract for the Orr Ditch Final Decree for the USA, Plaintiff, vs. Orr Water
Ditch Company, et al., Defendants. Sierra Pacific Power Company, Reno, Nevada, 1982.
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August 5, 2009

Western Regional Water Commission
4930 Energy Way
Reno, Nevada 89502
Subject: Letter of Interest
Public at Large Representative to the NNWPC
Ladies and Gentlemen;
The purpose of this letter is to express interest in serving as the Public at Large Representative to
the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission.
I have lived and worked in Nevada for over 25 years. During that time, I have served in several
technical positions in private practice dealing with water resource issues. This technical
experience along with my government service with the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources makes me well qualified for this position.
Please review my attached qualifications for this position. I will be out of country until August
18, 2009 but will be available for an interview after that date. Please call me to arrange an
interview at 687-9541.
Sincerely,

Ray Davis, P.E.

RAY H. DAVIS, P.E.
CURRICULUM VITAE

Experience in Water Resources
Mr. Davis has over 25 years of experience in water resources. Mr. Davis recently served
in the Water Planning Section of the Nevada Division of Water Resources and was
the liaison with the Regional Water Planning Commission for several years. In
addition, as a professional engineer in private practice, Mr. Davis was the lead technical
investigator for numerous water resource investigations throughout the American
Southwest including basin-wide hydrologic evaluations, water well siting
investigations and water quality evaluations. A chronological description of Mr.
Davis’ experience is provided in the following sections.

Administrative and Professional Experience
2008 – Present Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Mr. Davis is
currently a senior engineer for the Nevada Bureau of Air Pollution Control. Mr. Davis
reviews applications for Title V, Class II and Class III Air Quality Operating Permits,
negotiates permit terms and conditions and prepares Air Quality Operating Permits.
2006 - 2008 Nevada Division of Water Resources, Mr. Davis served as the
senior engineer for the Water Planning Section and was the statutory contact for all water
planning issues in the State of Nevada. Mr. Davis’ responsibilities included; supervision
of professional staff, biennial reports to the Nevada legislature, implementation of the
Nevada State Water Resources Plan, implementation of the Nevada State Drought
Plan, water conservation planning and division liaison with regional and local water
purveyors.
1998-2003 Kleinfelder Inc., Executive Vice President, Director and Secretary
to the Corporation. Kleinfelder, with 1500 employees and annual revenues exceeding
$150 million, operated 52 offices in 16 western states. As a member of the Kleinfelder’s
Board of Directors, Mr. Davis was involved with strategic planning, setting policy,
review of financial issues and evaluating potential acquisitions by the firm. Mr. Davis’
specific duties included oversight of the firm’s Senior Technical Resource Center and
liaison to the Kleinfelder Board of Directors for Spectrum Exploration Inc. a wholly
owned exploration and water well drilling subsidiary.

1

1991-1998 Kleinfelder Inc., Senior Vice President, Director and Secretary to
the Corporation. Duties included: management responsibility for operations in six of the
seven states where the 750 person corporation did business, strategic planning and senior
technical review of water resource projects. Mr. Davis was also responsible for the
resolution of all legal actions against the firm in the six states served by his division.
1986-1991 Kleinfelder Inc., Regional Manager- Northern Nevada Operations.
Mr. Davis managed a 45 person office providing engineering services in Northern
Nevada. Duties included: profit and loss responsibilities, technical review and quality
control of water resource projects, marketing, employee relations and management of
all aspects of the operation with annual revenues exceeding $4 million.

Board Service
Mr. Davis has served on the following public and private Boards;







BJG Architecture and Engineering Company, Chairman of the Board - 2006
to 2009
Davis Holding Company, Chairman of the Board – 2003 to present
The Rotary Club of Reno, Board Member 2005 - 2006
Kleinfelder Inc., Director and Corporate Secretary – 1993 to 2001
American Council of Engineering Companies, National Director – 1996 to
1998
American Council of Engineering Companies - Nevada, Director - 1991 to
1996

Education
University of California-Berkeley, 1992, 34th Executive Education Program
University of Nevada, 1991, Masters of Business Administration
University of Nevada, 1987-1988, engineering course work
California State University-Fresno, 1974, Bachelor of Arts, geology

Registrations
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Registered Professional Engineer, 8704, Nevada, 1990
Registered Professional Engineer, 8912, Utah, 1990 (inactive)
Registered Professional Engineer, 32391, Washington, 1995 (inactive)
Certified Environmental Manager, EM-1046, Nevada, 1991(inactive)
Registered Environmental Assessor, 99257, California, 1988 (inactive)
Registered Geologist, 3827, California, 1984 (inactive)
Professional Geologist, 309, Wyoming, 1992 (inactive)
Certified Engineering Geologist, 1225, California, 1985 (inactive)
Registered Engineering Geologist, E1593, Oregon, 1995 (inactive)

Contact Information
Address:

Ray Davis
4364 Dant Blvd.
Reno, Nevada 89509

Telephone:

(Home) 775-828-4692

Email:

davis4364@charter.net
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(cell) 775-722-9994

Application for appointment to the NNWPC

Page 1 of 1

From: Jim Litchfield [jim@fluidconcepts.biz]
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2009 4:25 PM
To: Davis, June L
Subject: Application for appointment to the NNWPC
Attachments: Litchfield_2009.pdf
Ms. Davis please find attached my resume to demonstrate my interest in pursuing the advertised position on the NNWPC board. It
wasn't obvious if there was an associated form but if there please let me know and I will submit one.
Thanks
<<Litchfield_2009.pdf>>
Jim Litchfield
FLUID CONCEPTS
1510 Lander Street
Reno, Nevada 89509
o 775.324.6622
d 775.544.9963
f 775.552.8899
skype jim.fluid
www.fluidconcepts.biz
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FLUID CONCEPTS
James B. Litchfield
1510 Lander Street
Reno, Nevada 89509
775.324.6622 (o)
775.544.9963 (d)
775.552.8899 (f)
jim@fluidconcepts.biz
www.fluidconcepts.biz
Professional
Background

Mr. Litchfield has consulted in the area of water resources in the western United States for over 15 years. He has
considerable experience in hydrology/hydraulic analyses, water rights, stream geomorphology, water resource
studies and project implementation in Nevada and California. His professional experience has focused upon all
aspects of river, stream and agricultural projects, encompassing permitting, funding, design and construction
management. He has developed strong management skills in leading and directing complex projects and diverse
consultant teams.

Education

B.S./1991/Geology, University of Nevada, Reno
M.S./1994/Hydrology, University of Nevada, Reno
Dam Modification and Fish Passage Design, University of Wisconsin, Ext.

Relevant
Project
Experience

River Restoration and Recreation
Rolling A Ranch Restoration, Dayton Valley, Nevada
Project Manager. Managed the development of design drawings to restore approximately 1,000 feet of the Middle
Carson River within the Dayton Valley. In collaboration with the Dayton Valley Conservation District, Lyon
County and the State of Nevada the objectives of the restoration efforts were to implement bioengineering
techniques to protect a large stand of existing riparian forest and to reconnect the adjacent floodplain with the
Carson River. The Rolling A Ranch was acquired by the Dayton Valley Conservation District and will be
converted from an active agricultural use to public recreation and open space.
Client: Dayton Valley Conservation District
Rolling A Ranch Master Plan, Dayton Valley, Nevada
Project Manager. The Dayton Valley Conservation District and Lyon County acquired the Rolling A Ranch (over
300 acres) in 2007. To convert the property to a use of public recreation and open space a public process was
initiated to identify needs and recreational deficiencies in the community. The result was a comprehensive Master
Plan that satisfied the needs of a broad spectrum of the local and regional community.
Client: Dayton Valley Conservation District
Water Resource Audit and Evaluation, Washoe County, Nevada
Conducted a resource audit of a private golf course and residential development in Washoe County. The effort
required the compilation of a diverse assemblage of water right documentation, permits and rights and the
technical analysis of overall hydrologic budget. The result was the optimization of surface water and ground water
resources that allowed for increased savings and efficiency of water delivery and distribution. The results were
able to be demonstrated in electronic format using the Google Earth platform. The allowed for the demonstration
and distribution of all technical information in a manner that reduced reliance upon paper.
Client: Private Client
Pioneer Dam Modification, Truckee River, Nevada
Managed the preparation of the design, permitting and funding acquisition of the Pioneer Dam Modification
Project. The project engaged multiple stakeholders, municipalities and public agencies and included the relocation
of an existing irrigation diversion structure on the Truckee River. The design objectives were to improve fish
passage, localized flood capacity, sustained irrigation delivery and public safety. To meet these criteria state of the
art techniques and approaches were employed including detailed two-dimensional computer modeling.
The
project will be constructed in the fall of 2009.
Client: City of Sparks

FLUID CONCEPTS
Page 2
Sparks Whitewater Park, City of Sparks, Nevada
Project and Program Manager. Managed a consultant team in the planning and design of a whitewater park in the
City of Sparks along the Truckee River. The whitewater park required modification to approximately 1,500 of
Truckee River channel and banks. Responsibilities were to lead the project team through planning, design and
environmental permitting. Additionally Mr. Litchfield successfully led the capital funding campaign for
construction costs through the Nevada State Legislature resulting in a special appropriation of 1.25 million dollars.
Client: City of Sparks, Nevada
Truckee River Whitewater Park at Wingfield, City Of Reno, Nevada
Program Manager, Lead Hydrologist and Construction Manager. Managed and contributed to the preliminary
design, final design, environmental permit pursuit and acquisition, capital funding pursuit and acquisition,
hydraulic modeling and construction management for the Truckee River Whitewater Park at Winfield. The project
location and sophisticated design required close coordination with a diverse consultant team, multiple funding
sources and regulatory agencies. It has been heralded as a significant contribution to the City of Reno’s
redevelopment efforts as well as a benefit to water quality and improvement to the City’s quality of life. It has
been the recipient of several state, regional and national awards in recognition for engineering excellence and
entrepreneurial development.
Client: City of Reno, Nevada
River Bend Whitewater Park, Douglas County, Nevada
Project Manager. Coordinated the preparation of a conceptual plan of a whitewater park in the East Fork of the
Carson River near the communities of Minden and Garnerville, Nevada. The conceptual plan was used to
coordinate design concepts and criteria to stakeholders, regulatory agencies and the public. Additionally the
conceptual plan was used to successfully secure capital funding through a public grant program.
Client: Douglas County, Nevada
Recreational Inventory and Master Planning, City of Sparks, Nevada
Project Manager. Conducted and contributed to an inventory of recreational opportunities within the City of
Sparks along the Truckee River. Results of the inventory contributed to the development of conceptual
alternatives. The conceptual alternatives are currently being developed into a recreational master plan for the City
of Sparks. The City of Sparks intends to submit this information to be included in the recreational plan for the
regional flood control project.
Client: City of Sparks, Nevada
McCarran Ranch Restoration, Washoe County, Nevada, Washoe County, Nevada
Project Manager and Project Hydrologist. Managed the preparation of construction plans intended to restore to the
Truckee River through the McCarran Ranch. The plan calls for relocating and restoring over 14,000 lineal feet of
the Truckee River channel. The design was based on HEC-RAS cross-sectional data. Project implementation
included hydraulic design, topographical design, erosion controls, BMP siting and design, design of hydrologic
connectivity, establishment and determination of survey control. Within the Truckee River corridor approximately
90 percent of the riparian forest that existed at the beginning of the 20th century has been lost, along with 70% of
the hundreds of species of nesting birds that were once common along the river. The restoration addresses the very
foundation of the deteriorated ecosystem by raising groundwater levels for forest regeneration and by creating inriver habitat for aquatic diversity that are critical to both bird and fish species.
Client: The Nature Conservancy of Nevada, Washoe County, Nevada
Truckee River Flood Control/Restoration Alternative Evaluation, Washoe County, Nevada
Project Hydrologist. Following devastating floods in the mid-1980s hydraulic modeling was undertaken using
HEC-2, the modeling effort was used to delineate the ordinary high water mark for compliance with Corps Section
404 permit requirements and evaluation of alternatives for restoration project along the Truckee River as it flows
through the eastern portion of the Truckee Meadows, Washoe County, Nevada. The project intended to benefit
flood control, water quality, recreation; wildlife habitat and fisheries habitats on and near the river by creating tiers
along the rivers edge that were designed to be inundated during specific recurrence interval flooding events for
intended purposes.
Client: Private Client, Washoe County, Nevada

FLUID CONCEPTS
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Flood Control/Management
Sun Valley Multi-Use Detention Facility, Washoe County, Nevada
Project Hydrologist. Created a hydrologic/hydraulic, HEC-1 and HY-8, models of the contributing watersheds to a
proposed detention facility in northern Sun Valley, Nevada. Detention basin would serve as a multi-use
recreational facility that would be designed to detain the 100 year 24 hour event. Detained runoff will be released
so as not to exceed capacities of the existing storm drain networks downstream. Runoff from lower intensity events
will be conveyed in collection channels to protect recreational facilities.
Client: Washoe County Department of Water Resources, Washoe County, Nevada
Paiute Creek Flood Control Alternative Evaluation, Susanville California
Created a hydraulic model, HEC-2, of an urban stream in the City of Susanville, California. Alternatives were
investigated to decrease flooding from high intensity storm events that have damaged private and public properties
in the past. Alternatives included detention basins, realignment of the stream channel, and improvement of
channel capacities. Stream improvements will both alleviate system flooding and enhance the stream ecology.
Client: City of Susanville, California
BNSF Railroad Yard Flood Control Evaluation, Susanville California
BNSF Yard, Kansas City, Missouri. Utilizing a combination of state of the art software packages (HEC-1, EPASWMM) simulated the onsite stormwater flows that were causing localized flooding in the rail yard. The
simulations included the adjacent community’s storm water runoff contribution to a 9x9 feet box culvert that
conveyed storm water through the rail yard to the Missouri River. The project mitigated surcharge conditions in
the box culvert to acceptable storm recurrence interval periods.
Client: Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad, Kansas City, Missouri
Gowan Outfall Channel Evaluation, City of Las Vegas, Nevada
Project Hydrologist. Evaluated the existing capacity of the regional flood control channel, the Gowan Outfall
Facility, and identified possible improvements to capacity and conflict with development near the facility. The
analysis required the utilization of HEC-1 and HEC-RAS. The approach was in compliance with the design and
evaluation criteria defined by the Clark County Regional Flood Control District. Recommended improvements
included realignment of the channel and design of over 1,200 feet of box culvert.
Client: City of Las Vegas, Nevada
Land Development Drainage Design Review, City of Henderson, Nevada
Project Hydrologist. Conducted review of technical drainage reports and analyses pertaining to land development
projects, both residential and commercial, within the City of Henderson, Nevada. The reviews were to test
compliance with design standards and criteria defined by the City of Henderson and the Clark County Regional
Flood Control Design Criteria Manual. Review of technical analyses included computer simulation and analytical
methods including HEC-1, the Rational Method, HEC-2, HY-8, TR-55 and KY-Pipe.
Client: City of Henderson, Nevada
Hydrologic and Hydraulic Technical Services, Washoe County, Nevada
Implemented protocol, criteria, executed/administered review and issuance of flood control encroachment permits
for over 20 miles of the Truckee River from the California/Nevada state line to the Glendale bridge in the City of
Reno, as defined in the Martis Creek Reservoir Operation and Maintenance Agreement (1973). Review was
required for any proposed private or public development within the regulatory flood control channel. Direct
coordination was required with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Flood Control and Regulatory Branches.
Client: Carson Truckee Water Conservancy District, Washoe County, Nevada
Hydraulic Design of Flood Control Facilities, Lockwood Landfill, Storey County, Nevada
Project Hydrologist. Designed the run-on and run-off collection channels for Lockwood Landfill in Storey
County, Nevada. Design took into account runoff of 25-year design storm from proposed final build-out landfill
configuration. Run-on collection channel was designed to convey the 100-year design storm. Methods of analysis
employed HEC-1, a modified version of the rational method, open channel computations using the Manning’s
equation and the culvert design program, HY-8.
Client: Waste Management, Inc., Storey County, Nevada

FLUID CONCEPTS
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Truckee River Bank Stabilization, Washoe County, Nevada
Project Manager and Project Designer. Planned and designed the installation of approximately 1000 lineal feet of
rock gabion bank stabilization along the Truckee River in the City of Spark, Nevada. The design refined an
existing HEC-2 hydraulic model of the Truckee River in the project area to utilize simulated shear stress values in
the regulatory 100 year design storm event. The shear stress values were incorporated into an analytical method,
Shield’s Stress Analysis, to size the required gabion size and anchoring mechanism. Gabion protection was
selected to attempt to allow recruitment of native willow growth while maintaining a minimum level of revetment
protection. Design duties included all aspects of the project, hydraulic analysis, revetment sizing and design,
replanting criteria, supplemental operation and management requirements and regulatory agency coordination.
Client: Waste Management, Inc., Washoe County, Nevada
Stormwater Quality Management
Regional Stormwater Management Program, Washoe County, Nevada
Project manager. Managed and contributed to the development of a regional stormwater management program to
comply with a regional Phase I, NPDES permit. The multi-objective program includes regional monitoring,
structural and non-structural control measures with design criteria, an illicit discharge detection and elimination
program, public education and involvement and modification to existing ordinances. The program development
was well received by both the clients and the US.EPA, Region IX. The region has continued on to implement
several components of the presented regional stormwater program.
Client: City Of Reno, Sparks, Washoe County and NDOT, Washoe County, Nevada
Truckee Meadows Construction Site BMP Handbook, Washoe County, Nevada
QA/QC Manager. Managed the quality assurance and quality control program for the development of the
Construction Site BMP Handbook (Handbook). The Handbook’s primary purpose is to assist local users with the
requirements of NDEP’s NPDES permit. The BMP’s presented in the handbook were selected to provide a wide
array of water quality benefits appropriate for the soil conditions and climate of the Truckee Meadows. The
intended users of the handbook include the owners/operators of construction sites, developers, design engineer,
contractors and staff from the Cities of Reno and Sparks and Washoe County.
Client: City Of Reno, Sparks, Washoe County and NDOT, Washoe County, Nevada
Stormwater Structural Controls Design Manual, Washoe County, Nevada
QA/QC Manager. Managed the quality assurance and quality control program for the development of the
Structural Controls Design Manual (Manual). The Manual’s intended to provide guidance on source and treatment
controls for storm water quality management to the development community to incorporate structural control
measures during the design phase to improve non-point source runoff quality to the regions receiving waters. The
Manual defined design criteria, approach and minimum water quality improvement standards. The Manual was in
part compliance to the NPDES regional permit issued by NDEP.

Client: City Of Reno, Sparks, Washoe County and NDOT, Washoe County, Nevada

Trina M. Magoon, PE
3608 Big Bend Lane
Reno, NV 89509
(775) 771‐3260 : tmagoon@gmail.com

August 14, 2009
Ms. June Davis
WESTERN REGIONAL WATER COMMISSION
4930 Energy Way
Reno, NV 89502
Re:

Application to Serve as Public at Large Representative to the Northern Nevada
Water Planning Commission

Dear Ms. Davis:
I am applying for the Public at Large Representative position on the Northern Nevada Water
Planning Commission (NNWPC) to represent environmental, biological, conservation or public
concerns. I believe I am an ideal candidate based on my licensure as a civil engineer in the State
of Nevada and that I specialize in Water Resources. I have been a local resident for nearly 30
years and attended the University of Nevada Reno.
With this letter, I have attached my professional resume that highlights my education,
professional associations, awards and a listing of selected projects I have worked on in Northern
Nevada. My work experience, recreational activities and dedication to the local community
combined have given me a well rounded knowledge of water resources in the area.
My resume demonstrates that I am uniquely qualified for the position because I have significant
work experience in all 7 of the categories desired by the NNWPC. Over the past 19 years I have
had the opportunity to successfully complete projects relative to comprehensive planning, natural
resources, and environmental protection; hydrologic science; management and planning related
to water; municipal finance and resource economics; construction, planning or operation of
facilities or systems for supplying or treating water, for collecting or treating sewage, for drainage
of storm water and for control of floods; and have worked in the areas of water quality and water
management. A review of my resume will provide you with further background on the types of
projects relative to each of these categories.
I sincerely hope that I am the successful candidate and believe I would be an asset to the
Commission. Thank you for taking time to consider my qualifications and I look forward to
working with the NNWPC and the Western Regional Water Commission. Should you have any
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at your earliest convenience at (775)
850-0777 or (775) 771-3260.
Regards,

Trina M. Magoon, PE

Trina Magoon

PE

Associate, Water Resources

Ms. Magoon is responsible for project management and engineering for all water resources related projects within the Reno
office. Her wide range of expertise includes drainage and wastewater master plans, watershed studies, FEMA studies and
submittals, design and analysis of flood control and storm water drainage structures, riverbank protection, bridge hydraulics,
sediment and scour analyses, erosion control projects, design and implementation of storm water quality facilities and best
management practices (BMPs). She provides engineering for projects including land developments, roadways, rail facilities,
bridges, public works facilities, commercial and industrial developments, and parks and recreation projects. Ms. Magoon
utilizes her expertise in hydrology and hydraulics and her project management capabilities to ensure that the water
resources aspects of all projects are successfully completed. She has extensive experience in Nevada and is cognizant of
local, state, and federal requirements. She is skilled using a variety of specialized software programs related to water
resources.

EDUCATION
BS in Civil Engineering, University of Nevada, Reno,
Nevada, 1994

REGISTRATIONS
Professional Engineer #13963, State of Nevada

2008 American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE),
Sparks Flood Mitigation
2008 American Public Works Association (APWA),
Pyramid Highway and La Posada/Eagle Canyon
Intersection Improvements
2007 American Society of Civil Engineers, Moana Lane
Extension

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
Member, American Public Works Association
Member, American Society of Civil Engineers

2004 Elmer H. Anderson Parks Excellence Award,
Bailey Canyon Creek Neighborhood Park
2004 Elmer H. Anderson Parks Excellence Award,
Valley Wood Neighborhood Park

Member, Floodplain Management Association
Member, Nevada Water Resource Association

2002 Young Engineer of the Year, National Society of
Professional Engineers

AWARDS
2009 American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE),
SouthEast Connector
2008 American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE),
Pyramid Highway and La Posada/Eagle Canyon
Intersection Improvements

* denotes projects completed with other firms

One Team. Infinite Solutions.

Trina Magoon

PE

Associate, Water Resources

PROJECT EXPERIENCE

North Truckee Drain Pollution Prevention and
Enhancement, Sparks, Nevada (Project Manager)

Water Resources Management
Sparks Flood Mitigation, Sparks, Nevada (Project
Manager)

Ms. Magoon was responsible for the selection and design of
storm water quality vaults to reduce pollutant discharge into the
North Truckee Drain from Sparks Boulevard between Prater
Way and Springland Drive. Seven Stormwater Quality Vaults
were designed to intercept and treat roadway runoff.
Alternative methods and proprietary products were researched
and evaluated for the site to determine the best solution to meet
State of Nevada and EPA permanent Best Management
Practices.

Seven areas in east Sparks sustained serious flood damage
during a severe storm event in the summer of 2005. Ms.
Magoon was the project manager in charge of hydrologic and
hydraulic modeling, alternatives analyses and preparation of
PS&E’s for each site. All sites were within areas of development
that required innovative solutions to retrofit improvements on
very steep slopes, between houses, and along backyards with
extreme physical constraints.

West Sunnyside Erosion Control, Placer County,
California (Project Manager)
Ms. Magoon is the Project Manager for this Erosion Control
Project (ECP), located on the west side of the Lake Tahoe Basin.
The project included onsite and offsite hydrologic (HEC-HMS),
hydraulic analyses and design of a sedimentation basin,
energy dissipater, inlet/diversion structure, rock lined open
channels, HDPE storm drain, culvert crossings and outlet
structures. The challenge to this project was to provide water
quality improvements for Lake Tahoe in an extremely steep
developed area, with little flat, open space for locating the
water quality basin.

Truckee River Backflow Modification, Sparks, Nevada
(Project Manager)
Ms. Magoon provided engineering design for this PDM Grant
Application project to design backflow prevention devices at
ten locations along the Truckee River in Sparks. She was
responsible for overbank conveyance analyses to support a
FEMA Certification of No Rise Determination at the selected
sites and submittal of the Certification, evaluation of proposed
improvements, and preparation of construction plans,
specifications, and opinions of probable construction cost.

* denotes projects completed with other firms

Stead Drainage Master Plan, Reno, Nevada (Water
Resources Engineer)
As project engineer, Ms. Magoon was responsible for this
drainage master plan project. Hydrologic models were
prepared using HEC-1 to determine potential detention
requirements propose flood control facilities to mitigate
frequent flooding in the area. A final report was prepared for
the 100-square mile watershed including recommended flood
control facility improvements.

Stead Drainage Master Plan Phase I Improvements,
Reno, Nevada (Project Manager)
After submittal and acceptance of the Stead Storm Drain
Master Plan, Stantec was selected to design the Phase 1
improvements, which include drainage facilities to alleviate
flooding for the 100-year peak flow event. Estimated
construction cost for this first phase is $3.6 million. Ms.
Magoon was responsible for design and management of the
project.

Tracy Aggregate Facility SWPPP, Washoe County,
Nevada (Project Manager)
Ms. Magoon was responsible for the preparation of the
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan for construction activities
at an aggregate facility east of Reno. Best Management
Practices (BMPs) techniques will be utilized to control
stormwater runoff.

Trina Magoon

PE

Associate, Water Resources

Planning
City of Sparks Facility Master Plan, Sparks, Nevada
(Water Resources Project Manager)
Ms. Magoon provided engineering services on this complex
planning project for the City of Sparks. The project consists of
completing an infrastructure master plan for water resources,
sanitary sewer, storm drainage, and transportation for
approximately 100,000 acres within the City of Sparks' Sphere
of Influence.

Wastewater
North Virginia Street and Reno-Sparks Sanitary Sewer
Interceptor Master Plan, Reno, Nevada (Project
Manager)
Ms. Magoon was the project manager for this sewer master
plan project that encompasses a 13.2-square mile sewershed
and analysis of 12-miles of sanitary sewer interceptor. Data
collection, master planning, and hydraulic modeling were used
to evaluate the existing, proposed, and future flow contribution
rates, capacities, and deficiencies in the aging interceptor.
Proposed alternatives for existing and build-out scenarios were
developed, categorized, and prioritized for construction and
preliminary opinions of construction costs were developed.

North Virginia Street Interceptor Improvements: Phase I,
Reno, Nevada (Hyrdaulic Analysis)
Ms. Magoon was in charge of the hyrarulic analysis and
design on this major sewer rehabilitation project in Reno. The
scope of work is based on Stantec's previous master planning
effort, which included development of a computer model of the
North Virginia and Reno-Sparks Interceptor system.

Mill Street Interceptor Capacity Analysis, Reno, Nevada
(Project Manager)
The Mill Street Interceptor extends more than 16-miles from
Boomtown to the Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation Facility
(TMWRF) with a 48-square mile contributory sewershed. Ms.
Magoon was the project manager in charge of the data
collection, surveying, flow monitoring, land use planning,
existing and future flow contribution rate analysis and hydraulic
modeling for the capacity analysis to identify deficiencies in the
system.

* denotes projects completed with other firms

South and Central Reno Sanitary Sewer Capacity
Analysis, Reno, Nevada (Project Manager)
Ms. Magoon is the project manager responsible for this
Sanitary Sewer Capacity Analysis that covers a majority of the
City of Reno south of the Truckee River. Stantec analyzed over
26-square miles of contributory sewershed and modeled 27.5
miles of interceptor and main lines for the capacity analysis to
identify existing and buildout flow contribution rates and their
impacts on the south and central portions of the City’s sewer
collection system.

Heavy Rail
Reno Transportation Rail Access Corridor (ReTRAC),
Reno, Nevada (Water Resources Engineer)
Ms. Magoon was responsible for resolving all drainage related
issues associated with the $282M design-build project to lower
a 2-mile stretch of railroad tracks through downtown Reno.
Drainage analyses and design efforts included a hydrologic
analysis of the 14-square mile offsite watershed, maintaining
existing flow conditions along the alignment of the trench as it
bisects the watershed, the design of a new triple barrel 66-inch
siphon under the trench, diversion of bisected flow through
2000-feet of 84-inch RCP that terminates at a new outfall to the
Truckee River, and all necessary drainage improvements within
the trench including a new pump station.

Roadways
SouthEast Connector, Washoe County, Nevada (Water
Resources Project Manager)
The SouthEast Connector is a high-profile, 5.5-mile long
roadway project that will link south Reno with east Sparks. The
entirety of the proposed roadway is located within a Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Zone A and is
also located in the Critical Flood Pool. Ms. Magoon is
responsible for all flood control and drainage aspects of the
project, including modeling the proposed improvements within
the USACE’s Unsteady State HEC-RAS model of the Truckee
Meadows as well as ensuring that the elevated roadway does
not impede flood flows across the Critical Flood Pool.

Trina Magoon

PE

Associate, Water Resources

Pyramid Highway and La Posada/Eagle Canyon
Intersection Improvements, Sparks, Nevada (Water
Resources Project Manager)

Multi-Unit / Family Residential
Traditions Development, Lyon County, Nevada (Water
Resources Project Manager)

Ms. Magoon provided drainage analyses for the intersection
widening project of Pyramid Highway at La Posada and Eagle
Canyon Drive. Flow conveyance of the existing drainage
system was greatly improved through the project’s new
drainage facilities, including curb and gutter, storm drain inlets,
culvert crossings and channelization. The design of these
elements wase challenging due to the number of utilities that
crossed the project coupled with the drainage issues resulting
from the area being a low point in the valley.

Ms. Magoon provided offsite and onsite hydrologic and
hydraulic analyses for Phase 1 of this 2,400-acre master
planned community. Analyses included developing hydrologic
models using HEC-1, modeling storm drainage infrastructure
and preparing plan and profile design utilizing StormCad,
detention basin design, and report preparation.

Moana Lane Extension, Reno, Nevada (Water
Resources Engineer)
Ms. Magoon worked on the hydrologic and hydraulic portions
of this estimated $13 million extension of a major arterial
located in Reno including storm drain analyses, design of a
ConSpan arched culvert structure over Dry Creek, and
modifications to the FEMA effective HEC-RAS model.

Ms. Magoon provided drainage engineering services for this
multi-phased, 2,370 acre development in west Reno. Drainage
analyses and design included hydrologic analyses ustilizing
both HEC-1 and the Rational Method, analysis and design of
detention basins in areas with steep terrain, and hydraulic
analysis for storm drain systems, channelization, culvert
crossings and detention basin overflow structures.

Sparks Boulevard – North Truckee Drain, Sparks,
Nevada (Water Resources Engineer)

Wingfield Springs Development, Sparks, Nevada
(Project Manager)

Ms. Magoon provided a floodplain analysis and report
including modification to a FEMA delineation, conversion of an
existing HEC-2 model to HEC-RAS and erosion control
improvement design.

Ms. Magoon was responsible for the preparation and submittal
of a Conditional Letter of Map Revision and Letter of Map
Revision for the western portion of the Wingfield Springs
property, a high-end golf community located in east Sparks.
The project included the design and analysis of wetlands lakes,
detention basins, and an extensive stormwater/flood control
channel network.

Sparks Boulevard Widening: Shadow Lane to Disc
Drive, Sparks, Nevada (Water Resources Engineer)
Ms. Magoon oversaw the drainage analysis and design for the
widening of Sparks Boulevard, a major arterial, from two to
four lanes including hydrologic and hydraulic analyses and
design of storm drain and water quality improvements.

* denotes projects completed with other firms

Somersett Development, Reno, Nevada (Water
Resources Engineer)

Kiley Ranch Hydrologic Master Plan and CLOMR,
Sparks, Nevada (Water Resources Engineer)
Ms. Magoon was involved in the preparation of a hydrologic
master plan for the Kiley Ranch Development which included
review and modification of the proposed condition HEC-1
model. An existing condition hydraulic HEC-2 analysis was
also completed and used for delineation of the floodplain
boundary. She was also involved in the preparation and
submittal of a Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) to
FEMA.

Trina Magoon

PE

Associate, Water Resources

Regional and Neighborhood Parks
Golden Eagle Regional Park, Sparks, Nevada (Water
Resources Project Manager)
Ms. Magoon was in charge of the onsite and offsite hydrologic
( HEC-1) and hydraulic analyses, channel and culvert design,
and erosion control for this 165-acre regional park.

Valley Wood Neighborhood Park, Reno, Nevada
(Water Resources Engineer)
Ms. Magoon provided water resources engineering for this
award-winning seven-acre neighborhood park. Controlling and
dissipating the hydrologic flow through the park site was a
major objective and Stantec achieved this by creating a series
of tiered basins in 100-foot sections. These sections slow down
the drainageway flows and provide areas for the establishment
of wildlife habitat.

Justice
Indian Springs Work Center, Clark County, Nevada
(Water Resources Project Manager)
Ms. Magoon was in charge of drainage analyses and design
for this 40-acre project site. Onsite and offsite hydrologic
analyses were performed using both the Rational Method and
HEC-1. The offsite watershed, greater than 50-square miles in
size, included coalescent alluvial fans that required multiple
modeling methods to determine offsite flows being conveyed to
the project site. A sediment yield analysis was also prepared
for the offsite watershed using the Modified Universal Soil Loss
Equation. Hydraulic analyses utilizing StormCad and HEC-RAS
were developed for the onsite storm drain plan and profile
design as well as the offsite diversion channel to protect the
proposed improvements from offiste flows.

* denotes projects completed with other firms
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From: Hugh Ricci [hughricci@charter.net]
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2009 2:18 PM
To: Davis, June L
Subject: At large member of the NNWPC
Attachments: Hugh Ricci Resume.doc
June
I have attached a biographical sketch as requested on the flyer for the filling of the at large seat on the NNWPC. I believe I could
add some historical perspective on the Regional Water Plan since I was a member of the advisory committee on the first regional
water plan coordinated by Steve Mack and then I sat on the Regional Water Planning Commission when I was the Deputy State
Engineer, first as a voting member and then as a non-voting member. I also can add to this board my experience working in the
State Engineer’s Office for over 25 years and the interpretation of the Nevada Water Law.
I appreciate this opportunity for consideration of this position.
Thank you,

Hugh H. Ricci, PE
Ricci Engineering Limited
Reno, Nevada
775-851-2169

file://P:\WRWC\NNWPC\Administrative\Recruitments and Appointments\2009 Voting Public Member\Hu... 8/26/2009

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
HUGH RICCI, P.E.
President
Ricci Engineering, Ltd.
PERSONAL
Born:

April 22, 1944
East Ely, Nevada

Marital Status:

Married—2 children

EDUCATION
B.S. Degree, Civil Engineering (1967)
University of Nevada, Reno, Nevada
MILITARY
U.S. Army 1967-1969 Honorable Discharge
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATION
Registered Professional Engineer (Nevada)
EXPERIENCE
Washoe County School District (2006 – Present)
Substitute teacher
Ricci Engineering, Ltd. (2006 – Present)
President of Ricci Engineering Limited. Consults in matters of water rights and
water rights issues.
State Engineer (2000 – 2006)
Administrator of the Division of Water Resources. The Division is responsible
for quantifying existing water rights; monitoring water use; distributing water in
accordance with court decrees; reviewing water availability for new subdivisions
and condominiums; reviewing the construction and operation of dams;
appropriating geothermal water; licensing and regulating well drillers and water
rights surveyors; reviewing flood control projects; monitoring water resource data
and records; and providing technical assistance to the public and governmental
agencies.

HUGH RICCI, P.E.
President
Ricci Engineering, Ltd.
Nevada Division of Water Resources (1981 – 2000)
Held various positions with the Division of Water Resources such as Hydraulic
Engineer, Officer Engineer, Chief of Engineering, and Deputy State Engineer in
charge of the Engineering Branch. Responsibilities included, but were not limited
to approval of underground and surface water uses, subdivision review, dam
review and permitting, making recommendations to the State Engineer on all
issues involving the Engineering Branch, and preparation of the budget and
proposed legislation. This position and the Deputy State Engineer in charge of
the Water Rights Branch, act in the State Engineer’s absence.
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (1974 – 1981)
Environmental Engineer in the Air Quality Section. Duties included, but were not
limited to responsibility for enforcing State laws, regulations, and policies
concerning the air quality program, revising existing regulations and preparing
specifications for new regulations, conducting or supervising field inspections,
receiving industrial plans and other developments which may effect the
environment.
Nevada Department of Highways (1970 – 1974)
Civil Engineer in the Planning Division. Responsible for evaluating traffic
volume and patterns to determine what additional facilities may be needed in the
future.
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Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

October 2, 2009

TO:

Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission

FROM:

Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager

SUBJECT:

Discussion and possible renewal of an Agreement for Legal Services for
the Western Regional Water Commission (“WRWC”) and the Northern
Nevada Water Planning Commission (“NNWPC”) with Rhodes Law
Offices, Ltd., and, if approved, authorize the Chairman to execute the
Agreement

SUMMARY
Both the WRWC and the NNWPC require legal services. Since May 1, 2008, the required
legal services have been provided on a contractual basis by Rhodes Law Offices, Ltd., a
Nevada corporation solely owned by John B. Rhodes, a former Deputy District Attorney for
Washoe County. The Agreement for Legal Services expires on November 1, 2009. Mr.
Rhodes has many years of legal experience in local governmental law, water law, water
resource planning, and the Nevada Open Meeting Law; for the ten-year period prior to his
retirement from Washoe County, he served as legal counsel to the Regional Water Planning
Commission (“RWPC”), predecessor to the NNWPC.
Mr. Rhodes has expressed an interest in renewing the Agreement for representation of the
WRWC and the NNWPC for a two-year period commencing November 1, 2009, upon the
same terms and conditions, with the exception that Mr. Rhodes has proposed a retroactive
2.5% fee reduction for the period April 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009. This fee
reduction coincides with the current salary reduction now in effect for Washoe County
employees, and would be deducted from the payment due for legal services provided in
November 2009.
PREVIOUS ACTION
On November 7, 2008, the WRWC approved an Agreement for Legal Services with Rhodes
Law Offices, Ltd., for the purposes of providing the required legal representation for a oneyear period effective November 1, 2008 and ending November 1, 2009.
BACKGROUND
Mr. Rhodes has provided a broad scope of legal services required by the WRWC and the
NNWPC, including providing legal representation at several monthly public meetings,
drafting legal documents such as interlocal agreements and contracts with planning
consultants, addressing open meeting law and other statutory compliance issues, assessing
potential liability from a risk management perspective, and advising/representing the WRWC
and NNWPC on legislative issues. Mr. Rhodes initially estimated, based upon his prior
experience in representing the RWPC, that necessary legal services for both entities would
average approximately 20 hours per week (80 monthly), exclusive of any civil litigation, and
that estimate has continued to be accurate. Over the preceding seventeen-month period,
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through September 30, 2009, the time required for providing the required legal services has
ranged from 68 to 94 hours per month, for a monthly average of 77 hours, resulting in an
average rate of $156 per hour pursuant to the terms of the Agreement.
FISCAL IMPACT
The fiscal impact to the budget of the WRWC will be $141,300 for the first one-year period,
which is $28,700 less than the $170,000 initially budgeted for legal representation on an
annual basis, and $144,000 for the second one-year period, which is $26,000 less than the
initially budgeted amount.
RECOMMENDATION
The NNWPC recommends that the WRWC approve the Agreement for Legal Services for
the WRWC and the NNWPC with Rhodes Law Offices, Ltd.
POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the WRWC agree with the recommendation, a suggested motion is: “Move to
approve the Agreement for Legal Services for the WRWC and the NNWPC with Rhodes
Law Offices, Ltd., and authorize the Chairman to execute the Agreement”.
JS:jd
Attachment:
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AGREEMENT
FOR LEGAL SERVICES

This Agreement is made and entered into this 1st day of November, 2009, the dates of
signature notwithstanding, between the Western Regional Water Commission (the
“WRWC”), a Joint Powers Authority created pursuant to Chapter 531, Statutes of Nevada
2007, the “Western Regional Water Commission Act,” (the “Act”) and cooperative
agreement (the “JPA”) under Chapter 277, Nevada Revised Statutes, and Rhodes Law
Offices, Ltd., a Nevada corporation (“Attorney”), each a “Party” to this Agreement, and
collectively “Parties”.
WHEREAS, the WRWC requires specialized legal services to be provided by
Attorney; and
WHEREAS, Attorney is ready, able and willing to perform the desired services.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows:
1.

Professional Services to be Performed. Attorney will serve as legal counsel and provide
all legal representation reasonably required by the WRWC and the Northern Nevada
Water Planning Commission (the “NNWPC”) in the performance of their duties and
responsibilities under the Act and the JPA (the “Legal Services”), except as provided in
Subsection 1f., below. Attorney will provide a broad range of legal services involving
water resource planning and management advice on the legal propriety of proposed
action, including, but not limited to, the following:
a. Advice and representation during public meetings;
b. Prepare and review contracts and other legal documents;
c. Develop, prepare and present legal issues that may require appearances before
administrative, legislative and/or judicial tribunals;
d. Analyze facts and apply legal principles and precedents to specific cases
relating to governmental, administrative, and water law, as well as the Nevada
Open Meeting Law and other assigned areas of practice; and,
e. Perform regular assignments, including working independently, to identify
and deal with the widest variety of legal issues relating to Nevada
governmental, administrative, and water law, as well as Nevada Open
Meeting Law compliance and compliance with other statutory requirements .
f. Attorney will not represent the WRWC or the NNWPC in civil litigation
wherein either entity is a plaintiff or defendant, except as otherwise negotiated
by the Parties pursuant to separate agreement.

2.

Acceptance of Professional Responsibility. Attorney accepts full professional
responsibility for the Legal Services, but does not accept professional responsibility for
any other matter.

3.

Status of Attorney. Attorney is a Nevada corporation providing legal services as allowed
by law, and shall not be considered an employee of the WRWC, the NNWPC, or any of
the entities who are members of either or both. The Parties agree that Attorney is an
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independent contractor pursuant to NRS 284.173. It is further expressly agreed that the
WRWC, or its agents acting on its behalf, will not provide for Attorney any:
Withholding of income taxes;
Industrial insurance coverage;
Participation in any group insurance plans;
Participation in the Nevada Public Employees Retirement System, or any
other retirement program; or,
e. Other customary benefit of local governmental employment.

a.
b.
c.
d.

4.

Sole Representation. Attorney will represent only the WRWC and the NNWPC and
their designated agents and will not represent any other persons or entities with respect to
the Legal Services. Attorney will not represent any individual member agency of the
WRWC other than in such agency’s capacity as a member of the WRWC. Attorney’s
fiduciary responsibility and attorney-client relationship will be solely to the WRWC and
the NNWPC, and Attorney will not accept any other employment that may create a
conflict of interest with such relationship.

5.

Insurance and Indemnification. Attorney will carry professional liability insurance in
the amount of $1,000,000.00, and will indemnify, and save and hold the WRWC and the
NNWPC harmless from and against any and all claims arising from the Legal Services.

6.

Term. This Agreement will be effective commencing November 1, 2009, through
October 31, 2011, unless terminated by either Party as provided in Section 11, below, or
extended by written agreement between the Parties.

7.

Cooperation. The WRWC will cooperate with Attorney in performing the Legal
Services. This cooperation includes, but is not limited to, attending attorney-client
conferences, and other required appearances, as applicable, and providing all documents
and other information necessary for Attorney to effectively provide the Legal Services.

8.

Disclaimer. The WRWC acknowledges that results in legal matters cannot be
guaranteed and that Attorney has not represented that any particular result will be
obtained by Attorney in performing the Legal Services.

9.

Consideration. The WRWC will pay Attorney for the Legal Services, as follows:
a.

A flat fee retainer of $12,000 per month, except Attorney’s Statement for
Legal services for November 2009 will be billed and paid in the amount of
$9,300. The Parties estimate that the Legal Services will require
approximately 20 hours of Attorney’s customary billable time per week,
or an average of approximately 80 hours per month over the entire term of
this Agreement, resulting in hourly rates of $200 to $100 for 15 to 30
hours of Legal Services per week, respectively. Attorney will not provide
itemized billings, but will submit a monthly Statement, within 10 days
after the first of each month commencing December 1, 2009, showing the
total number of hours spent in providing the Legal Services during the
preceding month. The WRWC will pay each Statement within 15 days
after receipt.
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b.

10.

Reimbursement for reasonable costs incurred by Attorney, including but
not limited to, on-line charges for electronic research, copying, postage,
telephone, fax, photographs, messenger fees, filing fees and travel outside
the Reno/Sparks metropolitan area.

Communications. All communications to and from Attorney for the purpose of seeking
or giving legal advice are confidential and protected by the attorney-client privilege. This
privilege can be waived, however, if the WRWC shares the communication with anyone
who is not either a WRWC agent or Attorney. Attorney will not waive the privilege
without the consent of the WRWC. The WRWC agrees that it has been informed of the
privilege and the ways in which the privilege may be waived by the WRWC. The
WRWC agrees to contact Attorney if it has any questions regarding waiving the
privilege. The WRWC further agrees as follows:
a.

b.

c.

To keep all confidential communications from Attorney in a separate file.
Letters, memos, faxes, e-mails, and any other written confidential
communications from Attorney will be placed in a file or folder that
contains only other attorney-client communications. The WRWC will not
retain confidential communications in a place where they are available, or
may be accessed, by persons not covered by the privilege, or by the public.
To not show or otherwise disclose the contents of privileged written
confidential communications, including e-mails, to non-privileged persons
or entities.
To not copy non-privileged persons or entities with written
communications, including e-mails, that contain legal advice or legal
questions to Attorney.

11.

Termination. Either Party may, at any time for any reason, without cause, terminate this
Agreement by providing thirty (30) days' written notice to the other Party, and the
WRWC will pay Attorney on a pro-rata basis for the Legal Services performed up to the
effective date of the termination.

12.

Attorney-Client Relationship. When this Agreement is terminated in accordance with
Sections 6 or 11 above, the attorney-client relationship shall also be terminated.

13.

Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the complete and final agreement of the
Parties.

14.

Interpretation and Venue. The laws of the State of Nevada will apply in interpreting this
Agreement, and the venue for resolution of any dispute arising out of this Agreement will
be in Washoe County.

15.

Third-Party Beneficiary. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed to give
any rights or benefits to anyone other than the WRWC, the NNWPC, and Attorney.

Page 3 of 4

WRWC-09-14

16.

Notice. All notices required by this Agreement will be mailed to the Parties at the
following respective addresses, except as otherwise directed in writing:
Rhodes Law Offices, Ltd.
P.O. Box 18191
Reno, NV 89511

Chairman, WRWC
1355 Capital Blvd.
Reno, NV 89502

Rhodes Law Offices, Ltd.
Dated: October ___, 2009

Western Regional Water Commission
Dated: October ___, 2009

By ____________________________
John B. Rhodes

By ____________________________
Mike Carrigan, Chairman
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