
WESTERN REGIONAL WATER COMMISSION (“WRWC”) 
 BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

AGENDA  
Friday, November 12, 2010 @ 1:30 p.m. 

Sparks Council Chambers, Legislative Building 
Sparks, Nevada 

  
NOTICE OF POSSIBLE QUORUM OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE TRUCKEE MEADOWS WATER AUTHORITY (“TMWA”), 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WASHOE COUNTY (“BCC”), BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE SOUTH TRUCKEE MEADOWS 
GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (“STMGID”), AND NORTHERN NEVADA WATER PLANNING COMMISSION (“NNWPC”) 

(See ‘Notes’) 

1. Roll Call and Determination of presence of a Quorum* 

2. Pledge of Allegiance* 

3. Approval of Agenda (ACTION) 

4. Public Comment* (Three-minute time limit per person) 

5. Approval of the minutes of the September 10, 2010 meeting (ACTION) 

6. Status report on development of the 2011 Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan, 
including timeline and contractual services, and possible direction to staff — Jim Smitherman, 
WRWC  Water Resources Program Manager (ACTION) 

7. Discussion and possible approval of the WRWC fiscal year 2009/10 Financial Statements and audit 
opinion from Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC — Ben Hutchins, Washoe County (ACTION) 

8.  Overview of the requirements of the new National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System      
(NPDES) for stormwater.  Discussion and possible approval of funding in an amount not to exceed 
$75,000 from the Regional Water Management Fund for consultant services to assist in updating 
the Truckee Meadows Storm Water Quality Management Program; and, if approved, authorize 
the chair to execute an Interlocal Agreement with the City of Reno for that purpose —Terri  
Svetich, P.E, City of Reno (ACTION) 

 
9. Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding potential changes to representation on the 

governing boards of the Regional  Planning governing Board ("RPGB"), the Regional Transportation 
Commission ("RTC"), and the WRWC — Jim Smitherman (ACTION) 

10. Presentation, discussion and possible approval of the WRWC Records Retention Schedule  - Tiffani 
Keene, TMWA  Records Coordinator (ACTION) 

11. Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding agenda items for the December 10, 2010 
WRWC meeting and future meetings (ACTION) 

12. Commission Comments* 

13. Staff Comments* 
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14. Public Comment* (Three minute time limit per person) 

15. Adjournment 

*Indicates a non-action item 

 

 

Notes: Because several of the WRWC Trustees are also members of the Board of Directors of TMWA, it is possible that a 
quorum of the TMWA Board may be present.  Such members will not take action at this meeting as members of the 
TMWA Board, but may take action solely in their capacity as WRWC Trustees.  A quorum of the BCC, STMGID and 
the NNWPC may also be in attendance but will not be taking action.   

 
 Public comment will be taken on agenda items upon the submittal of a request via submittal of a Speaker Information 

Card.  There is a three-minute time limit per person. 
 
 Items on the agenda without a time designation may not necessarily be considered in the order in which they appear.  

The WRW C may take action on any of the action items listed. 
 
 Facilities in which this meeting is being held are accessible to the disabled.  Persons with disabilities who require 

special accommodations or assistance (e.g. sign language interpreters or assisted listening devices) at the meeting 
should notify TMWA at 775-834-8002 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

 
 In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda has been posted at the following locations:  Reno City Hall (1 East First 

Street), Sparks City Hall (431 Prater Way), Sparks Justice Court (630 Greenbrae Dr), Sun Valley GID (5000 Sun Valley 
Blvd.), TMWA (1355 Capital Blvd.), Washoe County Administration Building (1001 E. 9th Street), Washoe County 
Clerk’s Office (Court and Virginia Streets), Washoe County Central Library (301 South Center St.), Washoe County 
Department of Water Resources (4930 Energy Way), Galena Market (19990 Thomas Creek Rd.), Galena High School 
(3600 Butch Cassidy Way), South Valleys Library (15650A Wedge Parkway), and the WRWC website: http://wrwc.us. 

 
 

http://wrwc.us/�


 

WESTERN REGIONAL WATER COMMISSION 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Wednesday, September 10, 2010 
 
The regular meeting of the Western Regional Water Commission (WRWC) Board of Trustees was held 
on Wednesday, September 10, 2010, at Sparks Council Chambers, 431 Prater Way, Sparks, Nevada.   
 
1. Roll Call and Determination of presence of a Quorum – Chairman Carrigan called the meeting to 

order at 1:30 p.m.  There was a quorum present.     
 
Commissioners Present: 
Mike Carrigan, Chair  
Steve Cohen   
Patricia Lancaster 
Geno Martini  
Ron Smith 

Representing: 
Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) 
South Truckee Meadows General Improvement District (STMGID) 
Sun Valley General Improvement District (SVGID) 
Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation Facility (TMWRF) 
City of Sparks 

Commissioners Absent: 
Dave Aiazzi, Vice-Chair  
John Breternitz 
Bob Cashell  
Bob Larkin   
 

Representing: 
City of Reno  
Washoe County  
Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) 
Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) 
 

 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Chairman Carrigan asked Commissioner Smith to lead the Western Regional Water Commission in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Commissioner Lancaster made a motion to approve the September 10, 2010 WRWC agenda as posted.  
Commissioner Martini seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
4. Public Comment 
 
Chairman Carrigan called for public comments and hearing none, closed the public comment period.   
 
5. Approval of the Minutes of the July 15, 2010 meeting. 
 
The minutes of the July 15, 2010 Western Regional Water Commission (WRWC) meeting were 
submitted for approval.  Commissioner Martini made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
6. Report by the Desert Research Institute (“DRI”) on its Cloud Seeding Operations for the 
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Truckee and Tahoe Basins for the past water year, and status of its Cloud Seeding Coalition 
efforts; discussion and possible approval of a request for funding in an amount not to exceed 
$100,000 from the Regional Water Management Fund to support such Cloud Seeding 
Operations for the upcoming water year and, if approved, authorize the Chairman to execute 
an Interlocal Agreement with DRI for that purpose. 

 
Chairman Carrigan invited Dr. Huggins, Associate Research Scientist for DRI, stated that Greg Bortolin, 
Director of Communications for Governmental Affairs, was also present to answer questions.  Dr. 
Huggins referred to a PowerPoint presentation with the following highlights: 

• In 2010 DRI received its primary funding through the Truckee River Fund, in the amount of 
$65,000; along with supplemental funding from the Western Regional Water Commission in the 
amount of $45,000.  DRI contributed $66,000 for a total of $276,000. 

• The goal was to enhance snowfall from the winter storms and to increase the snowpack in the 
Tahoe/Truckee watersheds.  

• He referred to a conceptual diagram of how cloud seeding works and provided a brief 
explanation.  He stated that cloud seeding increases the efficiency of a winter storm to provide 
precipitation. 

• Over the past several decades, conceptual models of seeding have been developed and validated 
in a number of research studies in the western U.S.  An increase in the precipitation in a specific 
seeding flume has been documented to be from a few hundredths to more than 2 millimeters an 
hour in the precipitation rate.  The average can be on the order of 4 to 5 millimeters per hour.   

• DRI developed a method for targeting where in the snowpack the seeding had an effect by 
analyzing snow samples for silver. 

• The American Meteorological Society made a statement that wintertime seeding has the potential 
to enhance the snowpack by 10% in the area of seeding.   

• In DRI’s seeding projects in the Sierra, Elko, and Walker basins, the annual average shows an 
increase of approximately 60,000 acre-feet of snow water.   

• In the Tahoe/Truckee watershed there are five seeding generators.  He explained how the 
generators work and the common flume directions.   

• He explained how the optimal seeding opportunities are tracked and utilized.  He stated that the 
past winter season consisted of 56 storm events and 1,120 hours of generator seeding, with 72% 
efficiency.  The estimated snow water from the 56 events was a little over 20,000 acre-feet.  He 
stated that the dollar amount from the sponsors divided by the acre-foot increase results in 
approximately $10.40 per acre-foot.   

 
Dr. Huggins reported that the current version of the cloud seeding program status is as follows: 

• Southern Nevada Water Authority agreed to fund seeding the Rubies in 2011. 
• A proposal with the Bureau of Reclamation is in the NEPA process under the Desert Terminal 

Lakes Project for a five-year seeding program for the Walker Basin, with assistance from the 
Walker Irrigation District. 

• An Advisory Board has been convened to advise DRI on different types of funding options 
available. 

• A funding request for $260,000 will be submitted to the Truckee River Fund for 2011.  
 
Dr. Huggins stated that the funding requests have not yet been submitted but if all funding is approved, it 
would provide for the same program as 2010 (five generators operating November through April).  
Options to the plan would include an aircraft component that would cost an additional $55,000 and 
additional ground seeding units, which would bring the additional funding need to about $125,000 on top 
of the $260,000.   
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Dr. Huggins summarized that as the presentation shows, very successful results have been realized.  He 
reiterated that the basic program cost is about $260,000, of which he is requesting an amount not to 
exceed $100,000 from the Western Regional Water Commission.  He welcomed questions from 
commissioners.   
 
Chairman Carrigan thanked Dr. Huggins for his presentation and invited questions or comments.   
 
Commissioner Cohen asked if the seeding downwind has ever resulted in litigation for causing drought 
conditions in other areas.  Dr. Huggins stated that the program has never resulted in litigation due to 
drought or flooding.   
 
Commissioner Smith asked if a certain level of moisture is required for seeding.  Dr. Huggins stated it is 
and added that it must be “super cool” water.  Commissioner Smith asked if the targeted storms are only 
those coming from Alaska based on the temperature versus that of Pacific storms.  Dr. Huggins stated that 
is the case for the major seeding.  Commissioner Smith asked if problems have been noted due to 
increased aircraft icing resulting from seeding.  Dr. Huggins stated no and explained that aircraft mapping 
and plotting of icing is provided to DRI for use in the program.   
 
Commissioner Smith asked about previous funding.  Dr. Huggins stated that the State previously funded 
the program; however, with budget cuts that is no longer the case, which is the reason for the request for 
funding from the WRWC.   
 
Commissioner Martini asked at what point a decision would be made as to whether to pursue the basic 
program level or the enhanced program with aircraft.  Dr. Huggins stated it is dependent on the level of 
possible funding received from the Truckee River Fund (TRF).   
 
Chairman Carrigan asked what the difference in cost is between the basic and enhanced programs.  Dr. 
Huggins stated that the aircraft portion accounts for approximately 15 to 20% of the program cost.  
 
Members discussed the funding sources and amounts requested.  Mr. Bortolin reported that the only 
existing funding for the program currently is what is left from last year’s budget.   
 
Mr. Smitherman reported that $100,000 was budgeted for this Fiscal Year from the Regional Water 
Management Fund (RWMF).  Commissioner Martini asked there is a possibility that if funding were 
approved today, if the legislature could take the money.  Jeff Tissier stated he certainly hoped not and did 
not expect that it would happen.  He stated that as directed by the WRWC, an Advisory Board was 
created to seek other funding sources.  He stated that the group has met twice this year and added that the 
representatives include Dr. Steve Wells, DRI President, Joe Guild, Commissioner John Breternitz, Bruce 
Moore, SNWA, Ken Spooner, Walker Irrigation District, the Cattlemen’s Association of eastern Nevada, 
Mervin Wright, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, Jeff Tissier, and hopefully Andrew Strain, Heavenly Valley.  
He stated that staff from DRI also participates.   
 
Commissioner Cohen stated he sees it as “cheap water” and made a motion to approve the funding 
request in an amount not to exceed $100,000.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 
 
7. Status report on development of the 2011 Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan, 

including timeline and contractual services, and possible direction to staff. 
 
Mr. Smitherman reported that the Water Plan update is progressing well and on schedule.  He reviewed 
the upcoming schedule, which includes: 
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• December 6 , 2010  Distribute draft Plan to WRWC members 
• December 14, 2010  Deliver draft Plan to County Clerk for 30-day public inspection period, 

required by statute, and hold public workshop at Department of Water Resources 
• January 4, 2011   Publish notice of public hearing 
• January 14, 2011  Public hearing and possible Plan adoption by the WRWC 

 
Commissioner Cohen made a motion to approve the staff report.  Commissioner Martini seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
8. Status report on integration/consolidation of the Washoe County Department of Water 

Resources (“DWR”) and TMWA, and possible direction to staff 
 
Ms. Menard provided a brief Power Point presentation of the status of the TMWA/DWR Integration.  She 
stated that the initial conclusion from the TMWA Board and the Board of County Commissioners was 
that the merger of the utilities could improve the management and use of water resources, make more 
efficient use of infrastructure, avoid future costs for maintenance and provide other benefits.  
 
Ms. Menard reported that work is proceeding on: 

• Engineering modeling, including hydraulic analysis 
• Conjunctive use of surface and groundwater evaluation 
• Electric and power costs that could be reduced 
• Water rights and will-serve commitments analysis 

 
Progress to date includes: 

• Customer services assessment – call center consolidation, etc. 
• Alignment of business practices 

 
She reported on some of the key findings, which include: 

• Good opportunities to make better use of surface water and use groundwater for peaking capacity 
• Good opportunities for recharge 
• The Longley Lane treatment plant could possibly be operated seasonally saving power costs 
• Integrated capital funding has identified opportunities for efficiency and cost savings 

 
Ms. Menard stated that a presentation of the findings, conclusions and recommendations will be presented 
to the Board of County Commissioners and the TMWA Board.   
 
Chairman Carrigan thanked Ms. Menard for her update.  
 
9. Informational report on the third and final 2010 meeting of the Legislative Committee to 

Oversee the Western Regional Water Commissioner  
 
Ms. Menard referred to the staff report and stated that the last meeting included a work session consisting 
of two items: 

• Proposed Bill Draft Request (BDR) to authorize the issuance of bonds to finance loans made to 
provide financial assistance to persons to connect to the public water or sewer system in certain 
counties (Assembly Bill [AB 54], Chapter 325, Statutes of Nevada 2009)  

• Proposed BDR to allow issuance of County Bond Bank bonds to be issued for refunding of 
securities previously issued to an entity other than the County Bond Bank.   
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10. Discussion and possible approval of the Memorandum of Legislative Cooperation Among Local 

Governments, Affected Government Entities, Service Providers, and other Agencies in the 
Truckee Meadows Region for the 2011 session of the Nevada Legislature, and, if approved, 
authorize the Chairman to execute the Memorandum (Heard out of order) 

 
Mr. Smitherman reported that the Regional Planning Governing Board invited the WRWC to participate 
in its Memorandum of Legislation Cooperation Among Local Governments, Affected Government 
Entities, Service Providers, and other Agencies in the Truckee Meadows Region.  He added that a number 
of other entities were invited to participate as well.  Commissioner Cohen mentioned that South Truckee 
Meadows General Improvement District (STMGID) was recently invited and the issue would be 
discussed at the next meeting.  Commissioner Lancaster reported that Sun Valley General Improvement 
District (SVGID) discussed the issue at its last meeting and agreed to participate.   
 
Mr. Smitherman briefly reviewed some of the points of the MOU, for which Chairman Carrigan has been 
asked to sign for the WRWC.   
 
Commissioner Martini made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Legislation Cooperation Among 
Local Governments, Affected Government Entities, Service Providers, and other Agencies in the Truckee 
Meadows Region.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
11. Discussion and possible amendment of the Agreement for Consulting Engineering Services 

between the WRWC and ECO:LOGIC Engineering in an amount not to exceed $16,000 for 
additional tasks related to the development of the 2011 Comprehensive Regional Water 
Management Plan, and if approved, authorize the Chairman to execute the Amendment. 

 
Mr. Smitherman stated that ECO:LOGIC Engineering has been providing technical assistance on the 
Water Plan update; however, additional work is needed to complete the Water Plan update.  He stated that 
ECO:LOGIC has a current contract for technical assistance.  He added that he requested some back-up 
tables to explain the data behind the Water Balance Model by planning areas.  He stated that he could also 
use ECO:LOGIC’s assistance in developing the issues associated with wastewater and reclaimed water in 
Chapter 8 and the related policies.  He stated that once the issues are developed, they need to be compiled 
into a prioritized list that will transform into the work plan for future years.  He added that development 
of the Executive Summary would be much easier with technical assistance.  He requested that an 
amendment to the existing agreement is being presented for approval.   
 
Commissioner Smith asked if the requested amount is within Mr. Smitherman’s authorization to $25,000.  
Mr. Smitherman stated it is; however, since it is related to an existing agreement, he thought it better to 
request an amendment to the contract. 
 
Commissioner Lancaster made a motion to approve the proposed amendment to the Agreement, in an 
amount not to exceed $16,000, and authorize the Chairman to execute the Amendment.  Commissioner 
Martini seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
12. Discussion and possible amendment of the Agreement for Legal Services for the WRWC and 

the NNWPC with Rhodes Law Offices, Ltd., and if approved, authorize the Chairman to 
execute the Amendment. 

 
Mr. Rhodes stated that per his previous offer to reduce his rates in line with what County employees 
agreed to, he is rate by 3% retroactive to July 1, 2010.   
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Chairman Carrigan and members thanked Mr. Rhodes for his offer. 
 
Commissioner Martini made a motion to approve the amendment to the Agreement for Legal Services, 
and authorize the Chairman to execute the Amendment.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously. 
 
13. Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding agenda items for the October 8, 2010 

meeting and future meetings.  
 
Ms. Menard stated that there are no time-sensitive items for October and reported that staff has been busy 
working on the Water Plan Update.  She suggested canceling the October meeting, with the next meeting 
to be scheduled in November, with which members agreed. 
 
14. Commission Comments 
 
None 
 
15. Staff Comments 
 
None 
 
16. Public Comment 
 
Chairman Carrigan called for public comments and hearing none, closed the public comment period. 
 
17. Adjournment 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Niki Linn, Recording Secretary 
 
Approved by Commission in session on________________ 2010. 
 
 
____________________________ 
Mike Carrigan, Chairman 
 
 
 
Note:  DRAFT Minutes not approved by Board. 
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 STAFF REPORT 

 
DATE: November 2, 2010 
TO:  Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission 
FROM: Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager 
SUBJECT: Status report on development of the 2011 Comprehensive Regional Water 

Management Plan, including timeline and contractual services, and 
possible direction to staff 

 

SUMMARY 

The development of the draft 2011 Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan 
(“Plan”) is on schedule and nearly complete with all chapters drafted and presented to the 
Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission (“NNWPC”) for review and comment at one 
or more public meeting. In addition, work under contract for technical assistance, formatting 
and final document preparation is progressing according to schedule and within budget.  The 
attached schedule provides for the Plan to be developed by the NNWPC on December 1, 
2010. 

The NNWPC is focusing its meetings through November 17, 2010 on review of the draft 
plan and expects to hold a public hearing on December 1, 2010, to take action on the 
complete draft Plan.  Action will include a resolution concerning submittal of the draft Plan 
to the WRWC and a recommendation for adoption.  The draft Plan will be distributed to the 
WRWC for review shortly after the December 1 public hearing. 

The schedule for Plan adoption after the NNWPC public hearing is as follows: 

Dec.   6, 2010 Distribute draft Plan to WRWC members 

Dec. 14, 2010 Deliver attested copy of draft Plan to County Clerk for 30-day public 
inspection period, required by statute 

Dec. 14, 2010 Hold afternoon / evening public workshop 

 Dec. 14, 2010 Publish notice of public hearing, required by statute 

Jan. 14, 2011 Public hearing and possible Plan adoption, required by statute 

After the Plan is adopted, the statutes require that it be submitted to the Regional Planning 
Commission for a review for consistency with respect to the Truckee Meadows Regional 
Plan. 

BACKGROUND: 

As required by Chapter 531 Statutes of Nevada 2007, the Western Regional Water 
Commission Act (the “Act”), the NNWPC must develop an “initial Comprehensive Plan” on 
or before January 1, 2011.  
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Staff began the process of compiling and reviewing pertinent information for the 
development of the Plan in 2009.  The review focused on how well the existing Plan and 
other available information would satisfy the statutory requirements outlined in the Act. Staff 
also worked with the staffs of WRWC member agencies to receive current information and 
input on elements they felt needed to be addressed.  Staff also requested information from 
other entities as required by the Act for consideration while developing the draft Plan.  

Following the compilation of the required elements and member agency needs, staff 
organized the plan subjects into an outline designed to provide the reader with the 
appropriate background information followed by analyses of current and possible future 
conditions and conclusions regarding needs and requirements for moving forward.  Staff has 
been working closely with various member agency staff personell, other related agencies and 
a consultant to compile the necessary information, perform analyses and complete draft 
chapters for review by the NNWPC according to the attached schedule. 

PREVIOUS ACTION 

On April 10, 2009, the WRWC approved a Comprehensive Plan development strategy 
presented by staff. 

On November 13, 2009, the WRWC approved a Plan development status report presented by 
staff. 

On January 8, 2010, the WRWC reviewed, discussed and provided direction to staff 
regarding the draft water resources chapter and sustainability. 

On January 8, 2010, the WRWC also approved a $49,000 contract for technical engineering 
services to support the development of the Plan. 

On September 15, 2010, the WRWC accepted a Plan development status report presented by 
staff. 

On September 15, 2010, the WRWC also approved a $16,000 amendment to the $49,000 
contract for technical engineering services to support the development of the Plan 

FISCAL IMPACT 

No fiscal impact 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the WRWC accept the status report on development of the 2011 
Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan, including timeline and contractual 
services. 

POSSIBLE MOTION 

“Move to accept the status report on development of the 2011 Comprehensive Regional 
Water Management Plan, including timeline and contractual services.” 
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Event NNWPC NNWPC NNWPC NNWPC NNWPC NNWPC NNWPC 

Public 
Hearing 
Notice

NNWPC 
Public 

Hearing 

Copy to 
Clerks  
Office

Public 
Workshop

 Public 
Hearing 
Notice

WRWC 
Public 

Hearing
Dates Jul-10 Aug-10 Sep-10 06-Oct-10 20-Oct-10 03-Nov-10 17-Nov-10 19-Nov-10 1-Dec-10 14-Dec-10 Dec-10 4-Jan-11 14-Jan-11

Public Hearing / Notice  
Introduction Deliver Chap. WPC Review Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Chapter 1 Deliver Policies Deliver Chap. Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Chapter 2 Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Chapter 3 Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Chapter 7 Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Chapter 4 Deliver Chap. Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Chapter 5 Deliver Chap. Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Chapter 6 Deliver Chap. Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Chapter 8 Deliver Chap. Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Chapter 9 Deliver Chap. Final Draft Final Plan Adopt
Appendices Deliver Final Plan Adopt

WPC Review

WPC Review

WPC Review
WPC Review
WPC Review

2011 Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan Completion Schedule

WPC Review

WPC Review
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STAFF REPORT  
  

DATE:  October 27, 2010 
TO: Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission 
FROM: Ben Hutchins, Finance & Customer Services Manager, DWR 
SUBJECT: Discussion and possible approval of the WRWC fiscal year 2009/10 Financial 

Statements and audit opinion from Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY 

The attached report presents the Western Regional Water Commission’s (WRWC) Financial 
Statements for the year ended June 30, 2010, and the auditor’s opinion thereof.  It is their 
expressed opinion that the Financial Statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the WRWC as of June 30, 2010, and the changes in its financial position for 
the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America.  The report is being presented for consideration, discussion and approval. 

PREVIOUS ACTION 

On April 9, 2010, the WRWC ratified the Program Manger’s designation of Schettler, Macy & 
Silva, LLC as the external auditors for Fiscal year ending June 30, 2010.  

On March 13, 2009, the WRWC selected Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC as the external auditors 
of record for fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. 

BACKGROUND 

Pursuant to NRS 354.624, each local government shall provide for an annual audit of its 
financial statements.  In keeping with this statute, the WRWC engaged Schettler, Macy & Silva, 
LLC to provide the audit services of its Financial Statements for the year ending June 30, 2010.  
The audit results and findings of the auditor must be presented at a meeting of the governing 
body and immediately thereafter must be filed as a public record and submitted to the 
Department of Taxation. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

None. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Washoe County’s Department of Water Resources Finance and Customer Services Manager 
recommends that the WRWC approves the Financial Statements and audit opinion from 
Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC for fiscal year 2009/10. 
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 POSSIBLE MOTION 

Should the Commission agree with the above noted recommendation, a suggested motion is:  
“Move to approve the Financial Statements and audit opinion from Schettler, Macy & Silva, 
LLC for fiscal year 2009/10.” 
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 STAFF REPORT 

 
DATE: October 27, 2010 
TO:  Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission 
FROM: Terri Svetich, P.E. City of Reno 
 John Buzzone, P.E. Washoe County 
SUBJECT: Overview of the requirements of the new National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) for stormwater.  Discussion and possible 
approval of funding in an amount not to exceed $75,000 from the 
Regional Water Management Fund for consultant services to assist in 
updating the Truckee Meadows Storm Water Quality Management 
Program; and, if approved, authorize the Chairman to execute an 
Interlocal Agreement with the City of Reno for that purpose  

 

SUMMARY 

The Storm Water Permit Coordinating Committee (“SWPCC”) is charged with implementing 
the requirements of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”) permit 
issued jointly to the City of Reno, City of Sparks, and Washoe County for storm water 
discharges to the Truckee River and its tributaries.   

On May 26, 2010, the State of Nevada issued a new NPDES permit that requires the SWPCC 
update the region’s Storm Water Management Program (“SWMP”) and includes additional 
requirements that must be addressed in the updated SWMP.  The updated SWMP is to be 
submitted to the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (“NDEP”) for approval within 
18 months, or by November 2011.   

Staff from the permitted entities will complete much of the SWMP update; however, there is 
a significant amount of work that cannot be completed by staff because of limited available 
staff resources or technical expertise.  Accordingly, consultant services are needed for the 
SWMP update.   

This request seeks financial assistance from the WRWC in an amount not to exceed $75,000 
for consultant services to assist the permitted entities in updating the SWMP.  The balance of 
the consultant services will be funded by the SWPCC.  A scope of work and consultant 
selection is in process.   

BACKGROUND: 

In 1990, the Cities of Reno and Sparks and Washoe County were identified as an urbanized 
area subject to the federal Clean Water Act stormwater management requirements.  
Consequently, "NDEP" issued a NPDES permit for the Truckee Meadows with the Cities of 
Reno and Sparks and Washoe County as co-permittees.  The NPDES permit is to manage the 
quality of storm water discharges to the Truckee River and its tributaries and has a term of 5 
years.  To manage the multiple agency permit, an interlocal agreement between the parties 
was developed in 1990 and amended in 2004.  This interlocal agreement establishes the 
Storm Water Permit Coordinating Committee (SWPCC) and outlines the intergovernmental 
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USEPA – NV Division of 
Environmental Protection (NDEP) 

 NDEP have issued 
Permits to the 
Truckee Meadows to 
manage stormwater 
quality:
 1990, 2000, 2005,
 May 26, 2010
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The Cities of Reno and Sparks and 
Washoe County are Co-permittees

 Interlocal agreement 1990, 
amended in ‘04
 Stormwater Permit 

Coordinating Committee 
(SWPCC) to implement 
permit

 Two representatives from 
each entity

 Watershed management 
 Reno is the lead agency 

(coordinator, clerical, legal 
support)

 www.tmstormwater.com
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2000 Permit Required the Development of 
Stormwater Quality Management Program 

(SWMP) for the Truckee Meadows

 Created a roadmap to 
implement the required key 
elements with a schedule and 
implementation strategy.

 The TMSWMP has been 
evaluated and amended 
annually till the key elements 
have been substantially 
implemented.
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Truckee Meadows Storm Water Quality Management 
Regulatory requirements targeting

“non-point” source pollution:
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2010 Permit Requires the Update of Stormwater 
Quality Management Program (SWMP) for the 

Truckee Meadows

 Its time to create a 
new  roadmap to 
address the elements 
setforth in the 2010 
permit
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Update the TMSWMP 

Evaluate all previously 
obtained monitoring data 
to assess the 
effectiveness of the SWMP 
and determine whether 
the data collection 
program should be 
improved.
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Update the TMSWMP to Evaluate 
Whether Stormwater discharges 
Contribute pollutants :

 to tributaries to the Truckee 
River that are identified by 
NDEP as impaired,

 to the Truckee River for which 

a total maximum daily load 

(TMDL) has been established 

by NDEP.

11-12-10 WRWC Agenda Item 8 Attachment 

Page 8 of 10



Update the TMSWMP

 Identify any new best 
management practices 
(BMPs) to reduce 
pollutants 

 Future regional flood 
management projects 
assess the impacts on 
the water quality of 
receiving waters.
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The Update needs

 The Cities of Reno and Sparks and 
Washoe County have a modest budget 
for Stormwater Quality Management.

 Staff implements the on-going program.
 The SWPCC respectfully requests 

consideration of $75,000 toward the 
update for this regional program.

 Questions?
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responsibilities to implement the requirements of the NPDES permit.  The SWPCC is staffed 
by two representatives from each of the permitted agencies.  The City of Reno serves as the 
lead agency on the permit; therefore, consultant agreements and interlocal agreements are 
presented only to the City of Reno’s governing body.   

On May 26, 2010, the State of Nevada issued a new NPDES permit that requires the SWPCC 
update the SWMP and includes additional requirements that must be addressed in the 
updated SWMP.  The updated SWMP is to be submitted with in 18 months or by November 
2011 to NDEP for approval.  The more significant of the additional requirements of the 
newly issued permit and for which assistance is needed to address include: 

• Permittees must evaluate whether storm water discharges contribute directly or 
indirectly to the listing of a waterbody on the State’s 303(d) list of impaired 
waterbodies.  There are 14 waterbodies on the 303(d) list in the Truckee Meadows 
area that must be evaluated.  Many of these waterbodies are listed for multiple water 
quality parameters which must be evaluated individually. 

• Where storm water discharges enter a waterbody for which a total maximum daily 
load (TMDL) for a water quality parameter has been established by NDEP, determine 
whether that parameter(s) is likely to be present in storm water discharges. 

• Evaluate all previously obtained monitoring data to assess the effectiveness of the 
SWMP and determine whether the data collection program should be improved. 

• Identify any new best management practices (BMPs) intended to reduce pollutants to 
the Maximum Extent Practicable. 

• Describe procedures to assure that future regional flood management projects assess 
the impacts on the water quality of receiving waters. 

Staff from the permitted agencies will complete much of the SWMP update; however, there 
is a significant amount of work that cannot be completed by staff due to the limited available 
staff resources or technical expertise.  Accordingly, consultant services are needed for the 
SWMP update.  The former Regional Water Planning Commission provided significant 
financial support (over $500,000 since 2002) to the SWPCC in the development of the 
current SWMP.   

This request seeks financial assistance from the WRWC in an amount not to exceed $75,000 
to augment co-permittee funding and resources for consultant services to update the SWMP.  
The Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission recommended approval of this request at 
it October 6, 2010 meeting.   

PREVIOUS ACTION 

No previous action has been taken on this matter. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The fiscal impact to the Regional Water Management Fund ("RWMF") will not exceed the 
amount of $75,000.  Budget authority is located in Fund Group 766, Fund 7066, Account 
Number 710100, Professional Services, and Cost Object WP310300.3. 

RECOMMENDATION 
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At its regular meeting held October 6, 2010, the Northern Nevada Water Planning 
Commission recommended that the WRWC approve funding in an amount not to exceed 
$75,000 from the RWMF for consultant services to assist in updating the Truckee Meadows 
Storm Water Management Program. 

POSSIBLE MOTION 

"Move to approve funding in an amount not to exceed $75,000 from the RWMF for 
consultant services to assist in updating the Truckee Meadows Storm Water Management 
Program, and authorize the Chairman to execute an Interlocal Agreement with the City of 
Reno for that purpose.”    

 

JB:jd 
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 STAFF REPORT 

 
DATE: November 1, 2010 
TO:  Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission 
FROM: Rosemary Menard, Director, Washoe County Department of Water Resources  
SUBJECT: Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding potential changes to 

representation on the Regional  Planning Governing Board ("RPGB"), and 
the respective governing boards of the Regional Transportation Commission 
("RTC") and the Western Regional Water Commission ("WRWC"), as 
discussed by the RPGB at its October 14, 2010 meeting. 

  

SUMMARY 

This staff report presents information on recent actions taken by the RPGB and RTC 
Subcommittees on Collaboration and Governance (the "Subcommittees"), and the RPGB, and 
seeks direction to staff in response to those actions regarding potential changes to representation 
on the RPGB, the RTC, and the WRWC Board of Trustees 

BACKGROUND 

On October 14, 2010, the Subcommittees voted, at a joint meeting, to recommend to the RPGB 
that it consider approaching the RTC and WRWC regarding possible modifications to the 
structure of their governing boards to “mirror” the structure of the RPGB, with some possible 
adjustments specific to each board’s operations.  The RPGB's long-term goal is to allow for 
possible consolidation of all boards into one board that oversees all three development-related 
portfolios.  The Subcommittees stated that the benefits of the board restructure are to enhance 
cross-collaboration and to reduce the number of meetings for elected officials.  The 
recommendation acknowledged that these changes will require legislative amendments and that 
the time available to seek a Bill Draft Request is short.  On the same day, the RPGB voted to 
accept the recommendation of the Subcommittees and directed its staff to approach the RTC and 
WRWC to seek an agenda item to determine the interest of those two boards in the proposed 
changes. 

The issue of governance structure has been a topic of discussion and consideration by the RPGB 
and the RTC for the last several years.  In 2006, The RPGB directed its staff to pursue further 
research into regional governance models and legislative implications.  In 2007, the RPGB 
received a consultant study, entitled Regional Governance Models, which included case studies, 
along with options for restructuring regional planning in Washoe County. 

In January 2008, the RPGB and the RTC took action to form the Subcommittees to discuss 
issues of regional governance in anticipation of meeting separately or jointly in the effort.  The 
Subcommittees held several joint meetings in 2008, and the RPGB and RTC held several joint 
meetings in 2009 to consider alternative governance structures.  Discussions continued 
throughout 2010, and resulted in the October 14 actions set forth above. 
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The WRWC is a relatively new entity, formed April 1,2008, and has not previously discussed or 
considered changes to governance structure.  This issue presents a question of first impression 
for the WRWC. 

DISCUSSION   

The existing governance structures of the RPGB, the RTC, the WRWC, and the Truckee 
Meadows Water Authority ("TMWA") presently include a significant degree of commonality or 
overlap in membership.  See attached Board Membership Matrix prepared by RPGB staff.  Three 
members of the five-member RTC sit on the RPGB.  Six members of the ten-member RPGB sit 
on the WRWC, and six members of the nine-member WRWC sit on the seven-member TMWA 
Board.  Two individual elected officials sit on all four governing boards, and four other 
individual elected officials sit on three of the governing boards (the RPGB, the WRWC, and the 
TMWA Board).  One elected official, Mike Carrigan, serves as Chairman of the RPGB, the 
WRWC, and the TMWA Board. 

The WRWC is unique among the entities in issue, in that its Board of Trustees includes three 
members appointed by the TMWA Board -- one a member of the Reno City Council, one a 
member of the Sparks City Council, and one a member of the Washoe County Board of 
Commissioners.  Additionally, the WRWC Board includes two members appointed by entities 
other than Reno, Sparks, or Washoe County (the appointing authorities for the RPGB and the 
RTC).  Those two members are appointed, respectively, by the Sun Valley General Improvement 
District and the South Truckee Meadows General Improvement District.  Finally, the WRWC 
Board includes one member appointed jointly by Reno and Sparks, as owners of the Truckee 
Meadows Water Reclamation Facility. 

WRWC legal counsel has advised staff that there is a potential for increasing or augmenting the 
commonality outlined above at the local level, either informally or formally through an Interlocal 
Agreement.  However, any changes in the quantity of the membership of the RPGB, the RTC, or 
the WRWC, or any changes in their respective appointing authorities, will require legislative 
action at the State level.  Should the WRWC direct staff to pursue statutory changes in the 2011 
session of the Nevada Legislature, appropriate Bill Draft Requests will require preparation and 
sponsorship on a limited timeline.          

PREVIOUS ACTION   

None.  

FISCAL IMPACT 

None. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff requests direction on the issues presented above.  

POSSIBLE MOTION 

A suggested motion is: “Move to direct staff to ... (insert desired instructions)."  



BOARD MEMBERSHIP MATRIX 
(RTC, RPGB, WRWC, TMWA) 

 

* RPGB Members are in bold 
** Non-voting members 
***Truckee Meadows Water Reclamation Facility is jointly owned by the cities of Reno and Sparks.  Per NRS, as the owners, Reno and Sparks select a representative from either entity to serve on the WRWC.  Statute does not specify whether or not the appointed 
member is to be a city council member.  The TMWRF Joint Steering Committee oversees regular operations at TMWRF and includes the City Managers of each city, the Finance Directors of each city, the Public Works Directors of each city, the county's Director of 
Water Resources, and a board member of the Sun Valley GID. 

 MEMBERSHIP* 
 Dave 

Aiazzi 
John 
Breternitz 

Mike 
Carrigan 

Bob 
Cashell 

Steve 
Cohen 

Dwight 
Dortch 

Pierre 
Hascheff 

David 
Humke 

Robert 
Larkin 

Patricia 
Lancaster 

Geno 
Martini 

Ron 
Schmitt 

Ron 
Smith 

Bonnie 
Weber 

Michael 
Cate 

Susan 
Martinovich** 

Dan 
Carne**

1 

RTC Board 
Reno X     X            
Sparks             X     
Washoe 
County 

       X X         

NDOT                X  
TM RPGB 

Reno X   X  X X           
Sparks   X        X X      
Washoe 
County 

 X       X     X    

WCSD                 X 
WRWC 

Reno X                 
Sparks             X     
Washoe 
County  X                
Sun Valley 
GID          X        
South TM 
GID     X             
TMWA 
Reno    X              
TMWA 
Sparks   X               
TMWA WC         X         
TMWRF***           X       

TMWA 
Reno X   X           X   
Sparks   X        X       

B
O

A
R

D
 S

E
A

T
 

Washoe 
County  X       X         
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 STAFF REPORT 

 
DATE: November 1, 2010 
TO:  Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission 
FROM: Tiffani Allison, Truckee Meadows Water Authority Records Coordinator   
SUBJECT: Presentation, discussion and possible approval and adoption of a Records 

Retention Schedule for the Western Regional Water Commission 
("WRWC") 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY 

This staff report presents information on requirements for records retention by the WRWC, 
presents a proposed Records Retention Schedule for the WRWC, and requests approval and 
adoption of that Schedule. 

BACKGROUND 

The WRWC generates an assortment of records that must be maintained and managed in 
compliance with current state and federal statutes and regulations.  To ensure that the 
WRWC’s records are managed appropriately, I partnered with WRWC staff to develop a 
draft records retention schedule for the WRWC’s records.  The WRWC Records Retention 
Schedule classifies the records by type and record series and outlines retention requirements. 

After the completion of the draft WRWC Records Retention Schedule, it was presented to 
the Nevada State Library and Archives for review. The State agrees that the schedule meets 
the minimum record retention requirements as outlined in their “Nevada Local Governments 
Records Manual” and on September 22, 2010 they approved the WRWC Records Retention 
Schedule as submitted, officially recognizing the records retention schedule as the WRWC’s 
official records retention and disposition authority. 

PREVIOUS ACTION   

None.  

FISCAL IMPACT 

None. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval and adoption of the proposed WRWC Records Retention 
Schedule.  

POSSIBLE MOTION 

“Move to approve and adopt the proposed WRWC Records Retention Schedule as 
presented.”  
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