WESTERN REGIONAL WATER COMMISSION
AGENDA
Wednesday, December 17, 2014
11:00 a.m.
Sparks Council Chambers, Legislative Building
745 Fourth St., Sparks, Nevada
TRUSTEES
Vaughn Hartung, Vice-Chairman
Jenny Brekhus
Ed Lawson

Sandra Ainsworth, Secretary
Neoma Jardon
Geno Martini

Steve Cohen, Treasurer
Kitty Jung
Ron Smith

NOTICE OF POSSIBLE QUORUM OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE TRUCKEE MEADOWS WATER
AUTHORITY (“TMWA”), BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WASHOE COUNTY (“BCC”), AND BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE SOUTH TRUCKEE MEADOWS GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (“STMGID”)
(See ‘Notes’)
Notes: Because several of the Western Regional Water Commission ("WRWC") Trustees are also members of the
Board of Directors of TMWA, it is possible that a quorum of the TMWA Board may be present. Such
members will not take action at this meeting as members of the TMWA Board, but may take action solely in
their capacity as WRWC Trustees. A quorum of the BCC and STMGID may also be in attendance but will not
be taking action.
1.

Items on this agenda on which action may be taken are followed by the term "For Possible Action". Non-action items are
followed by an asterisk (*).

2.

Public comment is limited to three minutes per speaker and is allowed during the public comment periods, and before
action is taken on any action item. Comments are to be directed to the Commission as a whole. Persons may not
allocate unused time to other speakers. The public may sign-up to speak during the public comment period or on a
specific agenda item by completing a “Request to Speak” card and submitting it to the clerk.

3.

Items on this agenda may be taken out of order, combined with other agenda items for consideration, removed from the
agenda, or delayed for discussion at any time. Arrive at the meeting at the posted time to hear item(s) of interest.

4.

Supporting material provided to the Commission for items on the agenda is available to members of the public at the
Western Regional Water Commission ("WRWC") offices, 4930 Energy Way, Reno, NV, from June Davis, Administrative
Secretary, (775) 954-4665, and on the WRWC website at http://www.wrwc.us

5.

In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda closes three working days prior to the meeting. We are pleased to make
reasonable accommodations for persons who are disabled and wish to attend meetings. If you require special
arrangements for the meeting, please call (775) 954-4665 no later than 24 hours prior to the meeting.

6.

In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda has been posted at the following locations: Reno City Hall (1 East First
Street), Sparks City Hall (431 Prater Way), Sparks Justice Court (1675 East Prater Way), Sun Valley GID (5000 Sun
Valley Blvd.), TMWA (1355 Capital Blvd.), Washoe County Administration Building (1001 E. 9th Street), Second Judicial
District Court/Courthouse (75 Court Street), Washoe County Central Library (301 South Center St.), Washoe County
Community Services Department (4930 Energy Way), Galena Market (19990 Thomas Creek Rd.), Galena High School
(3600 Butch Cassidy Way), South Valleys Library (15650A Wedge Parkway), the WRWC website: http://www.wrwc.us
and the State of Nevada website at https://notice.nv.gov

1.

Roll Call and Determination of presence of a Quorum. *

2.

Pledge of Allegiance. *

3.

Public Comment – limited to no more than three minutes per speaker. *

4.

Introduction of and oath of office for newly appointed WRWC Trustees, including Ed
Lawson (Sparks City Council), Naomi Duerr (Reno City Council), and possibly Ron
Smith, Truckee Meadows Water Authority ("TMWA"). *

5.

Approval of Agenda. (For Possible Action)

6.

Approval of the minutes of the September 17, 2014, meeting. (For Possible Action)
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7.

Discussion and possible approval of the 2013 - 2014 WRWC financial statements and
audit opinion, and possible direction to staff – Ben Hutchins, Director, Finance and
Administration Division, Washoe County Community Services Department, and Zeth
Macy, The Bullard Macy Group. (For Possible Action)

8.

Discussion and possible designation of Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC as the
WRWC’s external auditors for the Fiscal Year 2014 - 2015 financial statement audit,
and, if approved, authorize the Vice-Chairman to execute the related Engagement
Letter, and direct staff to file the required documents with the State of Nevada – Ben
Hutchins. (For Possible Action)

9.

Report and discussion on the (proposed) Amendment to the 2012 Truckee Meadows
Regional Plan modifying limitations on the use of effluent outside the Truckee Meadows
Service Area (“TMSA”), and possible direction to staff – Jim Smitherman, WRWC Water
Resources Program Manager. (For Possible Action)

10.

Discussion and possible approval of a proposed schedule to prepare and adopt the
2016 update of the Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan (“RWMP”) – Jim
Smitherman. (For Possible Action)

11.

Report on current beneficial uses of irrigation ditches in the Truckee Meadows, and
RWMP provisions relating to such ditches – Chris Wessel, WRWC Water Management
Planner. *

12.

Report on the Cloud Seeding funding efforts and related legislative activities – Jim
Smitherman. *

13.

Possible direction to staff regarding agenda items for a possible January 21, 2015
meeting and other future meetings – Jim Smitherman. (For Possible Action)

14.

Commission Comments *

15.

Staff Comments *

16.

Public comment – limited to no more than three minutes per speaker *

17.

Adjournment. (For Possible Action)

12-17-14: WRWC Agenda Item 4

Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

December 11, 2014

TO:

Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission

FROM:

Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager

SUBJECT:

Introduction of and oath of office for newly appointed Western Regional
Water Commission (“WRWC”) Trustees, including Ed Lawson (Sparks City
Council), Naomi Duerr (Reno City Council), and possibly Ron Smith,
Truckee Meadows Water Authority ("TMWA").

SUMMARY
Section 26, Chapter 531, Statutes of Nevada 2007, the Western Regional Water Commission
Act (the “Act”), requires each member of the WRWC Board to file an oath of office with the
Washoe County Clerk.
On November 24, 2014, the Sparks City Council appointed Ed Lawson to the WRWC,
replacing WRWC Trustee Ron Smith. At the same meeting, the Sparks City Council
appointed Mr. Smith to the TMWA Board, which may, at its December 17, 2014 meeting,
appoint him to the WRWC Board, as its Sparks City council representative. On December 3,
2014, the Reno City Council appointed Naomi Duerr to the WRWC Board.
Newly appointed WRWC Trustees are typically sworn in prior to or at the beginning of their
first meeting. The County Clerk has agreed to appear on December 17, 2014, and administer
the required oaths of office at the beginning of the meeting.

JS:jd

DRAFT - MINUTES
NORTHERN NEVADA WATER PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday, September 10, 2014
The regular meeting of the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission ("NNWPC") was held
in the Washoe County Commission Chambers, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, Nevada and
conducted the following business:
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Drinkwater at 1:30 p.m.
1.

Roll Call and Determination of Presence of a Quorum

Voting Members Present: Michael Drinkwater, Darrin Price, Michael DeMartini, John Erwin,
Mickey Hazelwood, Danielle Henderson, Neil Krutz (arrived at 1:32) and David Solaro.
Voting Members Absent: George Ball, John Flansberg and Jerry Schumacher.
Non-Voting Members Present: None
Non-Voting Members Absent: Chris Anderson, Kim Davis, Harry Fahnestock, My-Linh Nguyen
and Edmund Quaglieri.
Staff Members Present: Jim Smitherman; Chris Wessel; June Davis; and John Rhodes, Legal
Counsel.
2.

Public Comment

None
3.

Approval of the Agenda (For Possible Action)

COMMISSIONER ERWIN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER SOLARO. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY WITH
SEVEN (7) MEMBERS PRESENT.
4.

Approval of the Minutes from the August 6, 2014, Meeting (For Possible Action)

COMMISSIONER ERWIN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 6, 2014,
MINUTES, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER PRICE.
THE MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY WITH SEVEN (7) MEMBERS PRESENT.
[Commissioner Krutz arrived at 1:32 p.m.]
5.

Review and possible approval of a request from the City of Reno on behalf of Reno,
Sparks and Washoe County for an amount not to exceed $20,000 from the Regional
Water Management Fund (“RWMF”) to reimburse Reno for approximately half the
cost of a study to evaluate an intertie connection between the Truckee Meadows
Water Reclamation Facility (“TMWRF”)’s reclaimed water system and Washoe
County’s Huffaker Reservoir, and associated effluent management alternatives;
and, if approved, authorize the NNWPC Program Manager to execute an interlocal
agreement with the City of Reno for that purpose – David Kershaw, P.E., City of
Reno, and Jim Smitherman, NNWPC Water Resources Program Manager. (For
Possible Action)

Mr. Kershaw reviewed information included in the meeting packet regarding the request for
funding including a brief history on how the scope of work originated. The primary intent of the
scope of work is to evaluate the regional and seasonal benefits of connecting the TMWRF
effluent reuse system to the Huffaker Reservoir. Mr. Kershaw reviewed some of the potential
benefits of this interconnection.
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COMMISSIONER PRICE MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER KRUTZ. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY WITH EIGHT (8)
MEMBERS PRESENT.
6.

Discussion regarding the proposal by The Nature Conservancy (“TNC”) for
“Optimizing Restoration Investments in the Truckee [River] Watershed”, and
possible recommendation to the Western Regional Water Commission (“WRWC”)
to approve funding for the project not to exceed $57,787 from the RWMF for fiscal
years 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 (continued from August 6, 2014) – Mickey
Hazelwood, TNC. (For Possible Action)

Commissioner Hazelwood reported that he has provided the information that was requested at
the last NNWPC meeting for this item.
Chairman Drinkwater stated that he requested the information and thanked Commissioner
Hazelwood for the report. Chairman Drinkwater expressed interest in finding out if the results of
this project can be used in a year or two to identify areas of investigation to mitigate some of
TMWRF’s discharge.
COMMISSIONER KRUTZ MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER SOLARO. THE MOTION CARRIED WITH SEVEN (7) IN FAVOR AND
ONE (1) ABSTENTION BY COMMISSIONER HAZELWOOD.
7.

Discussion and possible recommendation to the WRWC to make a determination
that the draft consensus population forecast for 2034 prepared by the Truckee
Meadows Regional Planning Agency (“TMRPA”) can be supported by the
sustainable water resources set forth in the Comprehensive Regional Water
Management Plan – Jim Smitherman. (For Possible Action)

Mr. Smitherman stated that the consensus forecast for population in Washoe County is done
every two years and this is the first version done by the TMRPA. There are four data sources
including the State Demographer, Truckee Meadows Water Authority (“TMWA”), Woods &
Poole, and Global Insight. The forecasts from the data sources are averaged to come up with the
consensus forecast.
Mr. Smitherman stated that the NNWPC’s task is to compare the 20-year population forecast for
the County with the sustainable water resources as set forth in the Regional Water Management
Plan (“RWMP”) and make a recommendation to the WRWC as to whether the projected
population can be supported by the sustainable water resources. He recalled that in the year
2010, TMWA provided a twenty year water demand forecast calibrated to the consensus forecast
done that year, and that the consensus forecast population for the year 2030 was 590,500
persons. Mr. Smitherman explained that, in comparison, what is shown for the year 2034 in this
year’s draft consensus forecast is significantly lower. Mr. Smitherman stated the water demand
associated with the 590,500 population projection was about 140,000 acre feet (per year) and that
the sustainable water resources in the RWMP are estimated at about 183,000 acre feet (per year).
Therefore, the water resources identified as sustainable using the State Engineer’s numbers and
Truckee River Operating Agreement (“TROA”) are sufficient to support the twenty year
population forecast.
Mr. Smitherman indicated that two years ago, based on the NNWPC’s recommendation, the
WRWC determined that the sustainable water resources in the RWMP could support the
projected population, and that is what he is recommending today.
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There was some discussion regarding the difference between the forecasts from the outside
sources and the forecasts from TMWA and the State Demographer.
Commissioner Erwin asked Jeremy Smith of TMRPA, why money is spent on the forecasts from
outside sources when generally a mean between the State Demographer and TMWA forecasts is
used. Mr. Smith stated the Regional Planning Governing Board (“RPGB”) Regulations on
Procedure have been changed recently so that outside sources can be limited to only one source.
Mr. Smith discussed the importance of having a forecast from an outside source to consider and
stated that it does not necessarily have to be from Woods & Poole or Global Insight.
Commissioner Price asked about a time constraint if this item is not approved today. Mr.
Smitherman stated the time constraints were lifted in the last amendments to the RPGB’s
Regulations on Procedure, however it would hold up the progression of final approval of the
draft consensus forecast, which is scheduled to go to the Regional Planning Commission on
September 24, 2014.
Commissioner Price stated there are several documents referenced but not included with the staff
report and expressed interest in delaying this item to the next meeting in order to have an
opportunity to review some of the reports referenced. Mr. Smith stated the table included in the
staff report is from the section of the draft consensus forecast describing the population increase.
He also pointed out there was no change to the population methodology and the jurisdictional
splits are identical in percentage.
Mr. Smitherman stated the task at hand for the NNWPC is to take the sustainable water resources
estimate identified in the RWMP adopted in 2011 and compare it to the draft consensus forecast
number, and not to dwell on how TMRPA arrived on that number. The sustainable water
resources inventory has not changed substantially from four years ago when the population
forecast was higher. Mr. Smitherman reported that Chris Wessel, NNWPC Water Management
Planner, did a status check with the State Engineer’s records and it looks like there will be
slightly more water in the inventory when the RWMP is updated next year.
There was some discussion regarding the suggested recommendation and the language used in
the staff report.
[Commissioner Krutz left at 1:50 p.m.]
John Rhodes, Legal Counsel, stated the language in the staff report for the recommendation is
from the RPGB and the TMRPA regulations. The WRWC makes a final determination as to
whether the projected population can be served by the identified sustainable water resources.
Mr. Rhodes advised the WRWC that, as a technical legal matter, those regulations cannot
mandate or require the WRWC to perform that function, but the WRWC made the decision, in
the spirit of interagency cooperation, to go ahead and provide such a finding, so that this issue is
raised on a regular basis every two years to assure the public that this issue is being looked at so
that land use planning approvals don't get ahead of available water resources.
Chairman Drinkwater asked how the information regarding the number of people the identified
sustainable water resources can support was established. Mr. Smitherman stated the information
was provided by the water demand model that TMWA used in 2010 for their Water Resources
Plan.
Commissioner Erwin stated this process was used in the last RWMP and there was quite a bit of
debate on the population forecast, with the numbers being significantly higher than what we see
under the 2012 column in the staff report, so it is a reasonable estimate of the population going
forward. Commissioner Erwin stated that he finds it is appropriate to accept staff’s
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recommendation that the population for 2034 is less than the estimated population that can be
supported by the sustainable resources, which was already determined in the last RWMP.
COMMISSIONER ERWIN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER SOLARO. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY WITH SEVEN (7)
MEMBERS PRESENT.
[Commissioner Krutz returned at 1:54 p.m.]
8.

Status report on the Bureau of Reclamation’s “Truckee Basin Study” – Jim
Smitherman. (For Possible Action)

Mr. Smitherman stated that he attended a Technical Advisory Group workshop on July 14, 2014.
The purpose of the workshop was to update the group on progress to date. Water supply
scenarios and demand scenarios were also reviewed. Mr. Smitherman stated the next event will
be a webinar workshop on November 10, 2014, to report on what will be included in the final
draft report. By the end of the year, the report is expected to be submitted for internal review at
the Bureau of Reclamation and should go to the Bureau of Reclamation’s Commissioner in
Washington DC in March or April of 2015.
Commissioner Erwin asked if it is too early to tell whether there would be any suggestion
coming from the study that would alter the sustainable resources addressed in the previous
agenda item. Mr. Smitherman stated it is too early to say.
9.

Program Manager’s Report – Jim Smitherman.
a.

Report on the status of projects and work plan supported by the RWMF

b.

Financial report on the RWMF

c.

Report on the acquisition of water rights, consistent with the existing interlocal
agreement between the Truckee Meadows Water Authority (“TMWA”) and the
WRWC, to partially satisfy the 6700 acre-feed water rights requirement in the
Truckee River Operating Agreement

d.

Report on the TMRPA’s parcel-based population and employment modeling
project

e.

Informational report from the NNWPC representative on the TMWA Standing
Advisory Committee (“TMWA SAC”)

Mr. Smitherman stated staff reports are provided for items typically included in the Program
Manager’s report. Mr. Smitherman reviewed information included in the staff report for item 9.c
stating that about 381 acre feet of water rights have been purchased so far. The net average cost
per acre foot is $5,488 and there is a balance remaining of about $600,000 in the contract.
Commissioner Erwin stated since Tesla will be coming to the area, he anticipates there will be
some upward pressure on the water rights prices. There is buying activity currently going on,
including purchasing water rights to improve water quality and to partially comply with the
Truckee River Operating Agreement (“TROA”) , which is another source of upward pressure on
the prices. Commissioner Erwin stated a third source of upward pressure is that there has been a
recent grant to the Pyramid Lake Piute Tribe of about ten million dollars and they will also be
looking to acquire more water rights.
10.

Discussion regarding possible agenda items for the October 1, 2014, NNWPC
meeting, and other future meetings, and possible direction to staff – Jim
Smitherman. (For Possible Action)
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Mr. Smitherman stated future agenda items will include: a status report on the septic system and
groundwater quality project that is underway; a report on drought water supply management
from Mr. Hauck (Inaudible) at TMWA; a report on the consolidation efforts of public purveyors;
and, a scope and level of effort for the RWMP update.
Commissioner Edwin asked if there was an interest in including a look at the population
forecasting. Commissioner Price expressed interest in seeing additional information on that.
11.

Commission Comments

None
12.

Staff Comments

None
13.

Public Comment

None
14.

Adjournment (For Possible Action)

COMMISSIONER ERWIN MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 2:01 PM, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER SOLARO. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY WITH EIGHT (8)
MEMBERS PRESENT.
Respectfully submitted by Christine Birmingham.

Approved by:

________________________________
Michael Drinkwater, Chairman
APPROVED BY COMMISSION IN SESSION ON __________, 2014.
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Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

December 11, 2014

TO:

Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission

FROM:

Ben Hutchins, Director, Finance & Administration Division, Washoe County
Community Services Department (“CSD”)

SUBJECT:

Discussion and possible approval of the 2013 - 2014 WRWC financial
statements and audit opinion
___________________________________________________________________________

SUMMARY
The attached report presents the Western Regional Water Commission’s (“WRWC”) financial
statements for the year ended June 30, 2014, and the auditor’s opinion thereof. It is the auditor’s
expressed opinion that the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of the WRWC as of June 30, 2014, and the changes in its financial position
and budgetary comparison for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America. The report is being presented for
consideration, discussion and approval.
PREVIOUS ACTION
On April 16, 2014, the WRWC ratified the WRWC Program Manager’s designation of the
Bullard Macy Group as the WRWC’s external auditors for fiscal year 2013 - 2014.
BACKGROUND
Pursuant to NRS 354.624, each local government shall provide for an annual audit of its
financial statements. In keeping with this statute, the WRWC engaged the Bullard Macy Group
to provide the audit services of its financial statements for the year ending June 30, 2014. The
audit results, and opinion and findings of the auditor, must be presented at a meeting of the
governing body and immediately thereafter filed as a public record with the secretary of the
governing body; the county clerk; and the Nevada Department of Taxation.
FISCAL IMPACT
None.
RECOMMENDATION
Washoe County's CSD, Finance & Administration Division Director recommends that the
WRWC approve the financial statements and audit opinion from the Bullard Macy Group for
fiscal year 2013 - 2014.
POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the Commission agree with the above recommendation, a suggested motion is: “Move to
approve the WRWC financial statements and audit opinion from the Bullard Macy Group for
fiscal year 2013 - 2014, and direct staff to file the same as a public record, as required by law.”
Attachments

12-17-14: WRWC Agenda Item 8

Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

December 11, 2014

TO:

Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission ("WRWC")

FROM:

Ben Hutchins, Director, Finance & Administration Division, Washoe County
Community Services Department (“CSD”)

SUBJECT:

Discussion and possible designation of Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC as the
WRWC’s external auditors for the Fiscal Year 2014 - 2015 financial statement
audit, and, if approved, authorize the Vice-Chairman to execute the related
Engagement Letter, and direct staff to file the required documents with the State
of Nevada.

SUMMARY
Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC (formerly known as The Bullard Macy Group and Bullard,
Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC) has performed the WRWC audit for the past six fiscal years.
Staff is recommending that the WRWC designate Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC, as the
auditors for fiscal year 2014 - 2015, approve the engagement letter, and direct staff to report this
designation to the State of Nevada by the March 31, 2015 deadline.
PREVIOUS ACTION
On April 16, 2014, the Commission ratified the WRWC Program Manager’s designation of the
Bullard Macy Group as the external auditors for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014.
On January 16, 2013 the Commission designated The Bullard Macy Group as its external
auditors for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2013.
On February 10, 2012 the Commission selected Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC as the external
auditors for fiscal year ended June 30, 2012.
On February 11, 2011 the Commission selected Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC as the external
auditors for fiscal year ended June 30, 2011.
On April 9, 2010 the Commission ratified the WRWC Program Manager’s designation of
Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC as the external auditors for fiscal year ended June 30, 2010.
On March 13, 2009 the Commission selected Schettler, Macy & Silva, LLC as the external
auditors for fiscal year ended June 30, 2009.
BACKGROUND
NRS requires the selection of external auditors to be made and communicated to the State no
later than March 31st of each year. In keeping with this deadline, Washoe County’s CSD secured
an engagement letter and price proposal from Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC (letter
attached).
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Since the firm has performed audits in past fiscal years in a professional and cost effective
manner, and the proposed fee for the 2014 - 2015 audit is reasonable and without an increase in
cost, staff recommends designating Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC as the external auditors
for fiscal year 2014 - 2015.
FISCAL IMPACT
The proposal received from Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC indicates audit services would
be billed based on their standard hourly rates, plus out-of-pocket costs, with a not-to-exceed total
fee of $8,500. Budget authority is located in Fund Group 766, Fund 7066, Account Number
710139, Professional Services, Cost Object WP310700.6.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the WRWC designate Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC as the external
auditors for fiscal year ending June 30, 2015, authorize the Vice-Chairman to execute the related
Engagement Letter, and direct staff to report the designation to the State by the statutory
deadline.
POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the Commission agree with the above noted recommendation, a suggested motion is:
“Move to designate Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC as the WRWC’s external auditors for
fiscal year ending June 30, 2015, authorize the Vice-Chairman to execute the related engagement
letter, and direct staff to report the designation to the State by the statutory deadline.”
Attachments: Schettler, Macy & Associates, LLC letter of engagement
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Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

December 11, 2014

TO:

Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission

FROM:

Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager

SUBJECT:

Report and discussion on the (proposed) Amendment to the 2012 Truckee
Meadows Regional Plan modifying limitations on the use of effluent outside
the Truckee Meadows Service Area (“TMSA”).

SUMMARY
On December 11, 2014, the Regional Planning Governing Board (“RPGB”) unanimously
approved an amendment to the 2012 Truckee Meadows Regional Plan (“TMRP”) which
modifies the restriction on planning for infrastructure to convey treated wastewater effluent
outside the TMSA. An excerpt of the amendment appears below:
Master plans, facilities plans and other similar plans may allow for the conveyance of
reclaimed water outside the TMSA as a method to effectively manage reclaimed water from
wastewater treatment facilities.
The amendment also clarifies the definitions of “Infrastructure” and “Municipal Services” in
the TMRP to differentiate reclaimed water facilities from other facilities, and reclaimed
water supply from potable water supply, respectively.
BACKGROUND
On June 12, 2014, the RPGB approved a motion to sponsor a proposed amendment to the
TMRP to modify the limitation on infrastructure for the conveyance of treated wastewater
effluent outside the TMSA. On November 12, 2014, the Regional Planning Commission
(“RPC”) considered the proposed amendment and voted to recommend to the RPGB
adoption of the amendment.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the WRWC accept the staff report, and provide any direction as
appropriate.
POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the Commission agree with the above recommendation, a suggested motion is:
“Move to accept the staff report.”
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Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

December 11, 2014

TO:

Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission

FROM:

Jim Smitherman, Water Resources Program Manager

SUBJECT:

Discussion and possible approval of a proposed schedule to prepare and adopt
the 2016 update of the Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan
(“RWMP”).

SUMMARY
In anticipation of the upcoming 2016 update of the RWMP, staff has developed a time table
for the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission’s ("NNWPC") review of the Plan and
chapter revisions proposed by staff. The schedule outlines the NNWPC meeting schedule
through November 2015 and shows the RWMP chapters that staff intends to present for
consideration. As a practical matter, review and final draft dates are tentative, because
information needed to complete some chapter revisions may not be made available to staff
within the scheduled time frames.
Approval of the proposed schedule will provide compliance with the provisions of the
Western Regional Water Commission Act (the "Act"), Chapter 531, Statutes of Nevada
2007, Section 50, which requires the RWMP to be reviewed by the NNWPC on a schedule to
be established by the WRWC Board, which must at least provide for such a review within 5
years after adoption of the RWMP, and at least every 5 years thereafter.
Staff will facilitate the completion of an updated Plan by January 2016, to comply with the 5
year period required by the Act. The process incorporates the additional requirement, set
forth in Section 45 of the Act, that the NNWPC hold at least one public hearing prior to
acting on the proposed amendments. The schedule anticipates that the NNWPC will approve
and recommend the updated Plan for adoption by the WRWC following the required public
hearing.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the WRWC approve the proposed schedule for the review of the
RWMP and completion of the 2016 update, and provide any direction as appropriate.
POSSIBLE MOTION
Should the Commission agree with the above recommendation, a suggested motion is:
“Move to approve the proposed schedule for the review of the Regional Water Management
Plan and completion of the 2016 update.”
JS:jd
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Schedule for Review of the Comprehensive Regional Water Management Plan and Completion of the 2016 Update

Event
Dates
Public Hearing/Notice
Chapter 1 Policies
Chapter 2 Water Resources
Chapter 3 Purveyors
Chapter 4 Wastewater & WQ
Chapter 5 Flood
Chapter 6 Population Proj.
Chapter 7 Conservation
Chapter 8 Financing
Chapter 9 Issues/action

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

NNWPC
Meeting

3-Dec

7-Jan

4-Feb

4-Mar

1-Apr

6-May

3-Jun

1-Jul

5-Aug

2-Sep

7-Oct

Deliver Chap. WPC Review

Final Draft

Final Draft
Final Draft
Deliver Chap. WPC Review Final Draft
Final Draft
Deliver Chap. WPC Review Final Draft
Final Draft
Deliver Chap. WPC Review Final Draft
Final Draft
Deliver Chap. WPC Review Final Draft
Final Draft
Deliver Chap. WPC Review Final Draft
Final Draft
Deliver Chap. WPC Review Final Draft
Final Draft
Deliver Chap. WPC Review Final Draft
Deliver Chap. WPC Review

Final Draft

NNWPC
Public
Hearing
Notice
20-Oct

NNWPC
Meeting
Public
Hearing
4-Nov
Final
Final
Final
Final
Final
Final
Final
Final
Final
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Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

December 17, 2014

TO:

Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission

FROM:

Chris Wessel, Water Management Planner

SUBJECT:

Report on current beneficial uses of irrigation ditches in the Truckee Meadows, and Regional
Water Management Plan ("RWMP") provisions relating to such ditches

Throughout the history of the Truckee Meadows area, the primary means of irrigation has been accomplished by
diversion of Truckee River water through a network of irrigation ditches. The first ditches were constructed
beginning in 1850; and, of the original 15 major ditch systems in the Truckee Meadows, 11 remain in active
service today. In addition to irrigation water, the ditch system provides water for hydroelectric power generation
and the delivery of raw water for municipal use. Several upstream reservoirs were constructed to maximize the
use of the water resource and ensure water delivery during the summer months when demand is high and the
Truckee River historically would be reduced to a minimal flow. The following table summarizes information
regarding the major ditches that still operate and serve the Truckee Meadows.

Ditch Name

Built

Length
(miles)

Typical
Operational
Flows
(CFS)

Fleish Hydro

1904

2.2

327

0

Steamboat

1856

32

35

11,000 +/-

Coldron

1874

5.5

<1

40

Verdi Hydro

1909

2.5

1880

12

Truckee River
Rancho San
Rafael

Washoe Hydro

1902

2.2

396

5 +/30,000 –
60,000
Apprx. 100
AF (some
agri. use)

TMWA

Highland

399
95/up to
120

Truckee River

TMWA

Last Chance

1865

17

15

4,000

Whites Creek

Lake

1860

14

8

2,600

Orr

1870

34

12+/-

3,200

Cochran

1862

32

4+/-

950

Pioneer

1861

9

6-8

2,000

Thomas Creek
Truckee River
via N. Truckee
Drain
Steamboat
Creek via
Boynton
Slough
Steamboat
Creek

Approximate
Diversion*
(AFA)

Terminus
Truckee
River@ Quilici
Ranch, Verdi
Steamboat
Creek
Truckee River

Owner/Operator

TMWA
Steamboat Canal
& Irrigation Co.
private

TMWA

Last Chance Ditch
& Irrigation Co.
Lake Ditch Co.
Orr Ditch Co.

Cochran Ditch
LLC
private

*1989-2002, US Water Master Records
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Irrigation diversion from the Truckee River into the irrigation ditches is regulated primarily by the Orr Ditch
Decree which was signed and put into effect in 1944. This decree was the result of a lengthy court battle between
the US Bureau of Reclamation and the Orr Water Ditch Company, et al. The case resulted from disputes arising
when the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation sought to confirm water rights held for the Newlands Project. The result
was a watershed adjudication that set priority dates for all existing water rights. The final decree incorporated
several preexisting documents and agreements, specifically, the Truckee River Agreement of 1935 (U.S. v Orr
Water Ditch Company, Final Decree, 1944).
The Orr Ditch Decree is a comprehensive "rule book" of water rights in the Truckee River Watershed. It defines
for each water right, among other things, the owner, date of priority, point of diversion, location of use, type of
use, total area to be irrigated and the annual volume to be used (entitlement). The Orr Ditch Decree's mandate is
administered by the U.S. District Court Water Master (Water Master). The Water Master is appointed by the US
District Court of Nevada and has the responsibility of regulating the upstream reservoirs and diversions from the
Truckee River.
As development has expanded in Reno, Sparks and Washoe County, a considerable number of associated storm
water collection systems were constructed which discharge to the irrigation ditches. Until 2002, there were no
formal agreements between the private ditch operators and the municipalities to jointly manage the conveyance
of storm water though the ditches. By 2003 both Reno and Washoe County had entered into annual maintenance
agreements with Steamboat, Last Chance Ditch and Lake Ditch companies for contribution toward maintenance
costs.
City of Reno staff identified three cost alternatives for storm water conveyance to consider moving forward: 1)
Annual maintenance reimbursement -- approximately $250,000 plus some capital improvement costs; 2)
Acquire ditches and assume maintenance responsibilities -- approximately $191,400 per year for maintenance,
plus an estimated $2,500,000 in capital improvement costs over five years; and 3) Remove all storm water runoff
from ditches and construct new and/or connect to existing storm drain systems (if capacity exists) -approximately $134,600,000.
Irrigation water conveyance facilities are outside the scope of the RWMP, and are not directly addressed.
However, such facilities are discussed as they relate to raw water delivery for the Truckee Meadows Water
Authority, as a groundwater recharge component for the Truckee Meadows, and as to their role in flood control
and storm water conveyance.

CW:jd
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Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

December 11, 2014

TO:

Chairman and Members, Western Regional Water Commission ("WRWC")

FROM:

Jim Smitherman, WRWC Water Resources Program Manager

SUBJECT:

Report on Cloud Seeding funding efforts and related legislative activities.

SUMMARY
In September 2014, the WRWC directed staff to work with water districts and authorities in
various Nevada locations interested in cloud seeding to collectively request the Nevada
Legislature to reinstate funding. Since that time the interested parties have convened three
conference calls and received a statewide cloud seeding proposal from the Desert Research
Institute (“DRI”). Prior to the first conference call, the Humboldt River Basin Water Authority
recommended, and the Interim Legislative Committee on Public Lands agreed, to request a bill
draft seeking to establish a State-financed matching fund for cloud seeding. The proposal is
intended to provide an annual cost estimate for statewide cloud seeding operations to be used as
a basis for the bill draft.
Conference call participants have included representatives from:
Carson Water Subconservancy
Central Nevada Regional Water Authority
Humboldt River Basin Water Authority
Nevada Division of Water Resources
Southern Nevada Water Authority
Truckee Carson Irrigation District
Truckee Meadows Water Authority
Walker River Irrigation District
Western Regional Water Commission
BACKGROUND
Seasonal winter cloud seeding is focused on enhancing snowfall in mountainous regions to
increase the snowpack, resulting in more spring runoff and water supplies in the surrounding
areas. The DRI cloud seeding program has been in operation for more than 25 years. State cuts
to DRI funding in 2008 threatened to eliminate its cloud seeding operations such that outside
financing was necessary to continue the program. In response, DRI applied to the Truckee River
Fund (“TRF”) in 2009 to support the operation of five cloud-seeding generators in the Sierra
Nevada. DRI received approval for partial funding from the TRF and the Regional Water
Management Fund ("RWMF"), through the WRWC, for the 2009-2010 water year. DRI has
applied for and received funding from the TRF, and more recently TMWA, and the RWMF to
cover operations in each successive water year.
JS:jd
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