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Western Regional Water Commission
STAFF REPORT
DATE:

October 10, 2019

TO:

Chair and Members, Western Regional Water Commission (“WRWC”)

FROM:

Jim Smitherman, WRWC Water Resources Program Manager

SUBJECT:

A. Discussion and possible acceptance of a Clean Water Act Grant from
the State of Nevada, in the amount of $40,000, to partially fund the
ongoing Bedell Flat Aquifer Storage and Recovery Investigation (the
“Project”);
B. discussion and possible approval of a proposed scope of work and
budget, in an amount not to exceed $40,000 from the Regional Water
Management Fund (“RWMF”), for the Truckee Meadows Water
Authority (“TMWA”) to continue the Project; and
C. if approved, authorize the Chair to enter into a Subgrant Agreement
with NDEP and an interlocal agreement with TMWA for the above
purposes. (The Clean Water Act Grant will reimburse the RWMF.)
________________________________________________________________________

SUMMARY
On August 1, 2019, the Northern Nevada Water Planning Commission (“NNWPC”)
made a recommendation to the WRWC to accept a Clean Water Act Grant from the State
of Nevada, in the amount of $40,000, to partially fund the Project being conducted by
TMWA, and enter into a Subgrant Agreement with NDEP for that purpose.
On the same day, the NNWPC made a recommendation to the WRWC to approve
TMWA’s proposal and scope of work for the Project, and execute an interlocal
agreement with TMWA to continue the Project. An interlocal agreement with TMWA is
necessary to provide for reimbursement, in an amount not to exceed $40,000 from the
Regional Water Management Fund (“RWMF”), for expenses associated with the Project.
The Subgrant Agreement with NDEP will be attached to the interlocal agreement with
TMWA. The RWMF will reimburse TMWA for a portion of Project expenses by way of
the interlocal agreement, and the NDEP Subgrant Agreement will in turn reimburse the
RWMF.
BACKGROUND
The 2007 Washoe County 208 Water Quality Management Plan contemplates a small
number of long-term regional alternatives for the management of treated wastewater
effluent. Alternatives include new and innovative treatment technology and aquifer
recharge using highly treated effluent. A 2010 report entitled “Regional Integrated
Wastewater System Planning”, funded in part by NDEP’s 604(b) Water Quality Planning
fund, identifies Bedell Flat as an area for possible aquifer storage or aquifer recharge
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using highly treated effluent. This concept also appears in both the Regional Water
Management Plan and the TMWA Water Resource Plan, as a potential site for an
integrated water resource aquifer storage and recovery (“ASR”) program.
The program would provide for the management of highly treated effluent from one or
more water reclamation facilities and enhance water reserves. Integrated water resource
management alternatives in Bedell Flat include infiltration of highly treated effluent
through a proposed rapid infiltration bed (“RIB”) or along a natural drainage referred to
as Bird Springs Drainage, injection of potable water using ASR wells and North Valley
Importation Project water, or a combination of these. The WRWC has partnered with the
City of Reno, Washoe County, and TMWA to assess the feasibility of an ASR program
in Bedell Flat.
PREVIOUS ACTION
None.
FISCAL IMPACT
If approved, the net fiscal impact to the RWMF will be neutral. The Fiscal Year 20192020 WRWC budget includes grant revenue in the amount of $40,000, which is adequate
to offset the $40,000 in expenses budgeted for this Project. Budget authority is located in
Fund Group 766, Fund 7066, Account Number 710100, Professional Services, Cost
Object WP310204.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the WRWC accept the Clean Water Act Grant from the State of
Nevada, in the amount of $40,000; authorize the Chair to execute the Subgrant
Agreement with NDEP; approve the proposed scope of work and funding, in an amount
not to exceed $40,000 from the RWMF, for TMWA to continue the Project; authorize the
Chair to enter into an interlocal agreement with TMWA for that purpose, and provide
direction to staff, if any.
POSSIBLE MOTION
“Move to accept the Clean Water Act Grant from the State of Nevada, in the amount of
$40,000; authorize the Chair to execute the Subgrant Agreement with NDEP; approve the
proposed scope of work and funding, in an amount not to exceed $40,000 from the
RWMF, for TMWA to continue the Project; and authorize the Chair to enter into an
interlocal agreement with TMWA for that purpose.”
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Attachments
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